
Welcome to St David’s on Sunday 24 June 2018 
 

Birth of John the Baptist 
 

Celebrant, Preacher Alison Whiting, Nigel Guthrie 

Readers  Hilary Todd, Geoff Crockett 

Prayers  Chris Gill 

6pm    Evening Prayer, Robert Mitchell 
 

Hymns today: 2, 46, 466, 456                                      Traidcraft Stall after the service today 
 

Collect: Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent 

to prepare the way of your Son our Saviour by the preaching of repentance: lead us to repent according to 

his preaching and, after his example, constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke vice, and patiently 

to suffer for the truth’s sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 

Isaiah 40.1-11: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double 

for all her sins. A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ A voice says, ‘Cry 

out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The 

grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. Get you up to a high 

mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 

tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ See, the Lord God comes with 

might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his 

flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 

the mother sheep. 

Acts 13.14b-26: They went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the sabbath day they 

went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the law and the prophets, the officials of the 

synagogue sent them a message, saying, ‘Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, 

give it.’ So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: ‘You Israelites, and others who fear God, 

listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great during their stay in 

the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. For about forty years he put up with them 

in the wilderness. After he had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as 

an inheritance for about four hundred and fifty years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the 

prophet Samuel. Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of 

Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he had removed him, he made David their king. In his 

testimony about him he said, “I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart, who will carry 

out all my wishes.” Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he promised; 

before his coming John had already proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as 

John was finishing his work, he said, “What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.” ‘My brothers, you descendants of 

Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the message of this salvation has been sent. 

Post Communion Prayer: Merciful Lord, whose prophet John the Baptist proclaimed your Son as the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world: grant that we who in this sacrament have known your 

forgiveness and your life-giving love may ever tell of your mercy and your peace; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord 

 



Luke 1.57-66, 80: The time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbours and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth 

day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But 

his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ 

Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a 

writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was 

opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, 

and all these things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them 

pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with 

him. The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared 

publicly to Israel. 

Please keep in your prayers: George Tout; Ben Grimsey; Arthur Osmundsen; James Meeke; Janine; our 
local Co-Op store and all who work or shop there 

We Commend to the Peace of God: Elsie Williams 

Notices: 

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY NEXT SATURDAY 30 June 9:30-12 noon (the weekend before the 

fete). It’s really important that we look tidy before the fete so please make a big effort to come and 

help. SPEAK TO NIGEL AFTER THE SERVICE TODAY! 

 

Some dates for you: 

NEXT SUNDAY 1 JULY CHARITABLE 

COLLECTION FOR THE EXETER REFUGEE 

SUPPORT GROUP 

8 July Edibles Stall 

15 July Family Service 

22 July Traidcraft Stall 

12 August Edibles Stall

 

‘BEING A PILGRIM’ evening Thursday 26 July, 

7pm at St David’s. Bring and share food based 

around a Holy Land theme (pitta, hummus, 

olives, salad, falafel and similar). Bring your 

stories, experiences and artefacts of your own 

pilgrimage(s) to share with others- wherever 

you’ve been/visited. Everyone welcome. Speak 

to Emma or Christopher 

SAVE THE DATE! Our fete this year will be on 

7 July 11:30am to 2:30pm. If you can help at 

the fête by setting up/clearing up, peopling a 

stall etc then please see Sam at the back of 

the church to sign up. Also please start 

potting-on plants, collecting bottles, books, 

gifts etc. We’re doing the grand draw again 

too. First prize £100 and lots of other prizes 

too. Please pick up your envelope at the back. 

THERE WILL BE SOMEONE IN CHURCH ON 

FRIDAY 6 JULY FROM 3 TIL 6PM SO THAT 

ANY ITEMS FOR STALLS ETC CAN BE 

DROPPED OFF THEN
 

St Michael's Lecture THIS WEDNESDAY 27 

June 7:30pm: Dr Terry Beverton will speak on 

"Psychotherapy: A Practitioner's Esoteric Journey” 

A SUMMER MUSIC CELEBRATION in St David's Church THIS COMING FRIDAY 29 June @ 7pm 

featuring Exeter Flutes, as well as other friends performing both instrumental and vocal pieces. £6 

adults, £3 children, refreshments, raffle. Tickets from Hilary today or on the door 

PLEASE TAKE THIS SERVICE-SHEET AWAY WITH YOU 

Nigel Guthrie: 01392 660226 
vicar@stdavidschurchexeter.org.uk 
Christopher Durrant: 01392 270813 
rev.christopherdurrant@gmail.com 
Alison Whiting: rev.alisonwhiting@gmail.com 
notices@stdavidschurchexeter.org.uk 
www.stdavidschurchexeter.org.uk 
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