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MY GOODWILL EXPERIENCE
Gemma Daubeney, Ex-Canford Student
In the summer of 2016 I was fortunate enough to be part of 
the Canford School group to visit Goodwill. This experience 
was something unforgettable and from the moment I left I was 
certain I had to return. With the help of the Goodwill office in 
the UK, I arranged an itinerary for this year - I was to spend 3 
weeks at PVP home and then a further week at Thandigudi. My 
first trip to Tamil Nadu had set the bar high and so too were 
my expectations for this visit… never did I imagine that they 
would be exceeded… 

The night before I arrived at PVP I was honestly terrified - 19 
and unqualified, I realised I had no real plan of action. I was so 
desperate to be of some use to the Goodwill organisation and 
to have a positive impact on the Goodwill community. Even 
now, I can’t say for certain that I achieved any of this, but I hope 
that by informing you about my stay - the wonderful people I 
met, the hard work I saw and the health and happiness of the 
Goodwill children - I will be able to reconfirm the importance of 
this charity and hopefully inspire further support.

Having been afraid I would be of little use, Francis Xavier and 
his wonderful team made sure to keep me busy. They made 
such an effort to show me all aspects of Goodwill’s work while 
also welcoming me into the local community.

During my month I was lucky enough to visit several of the 
Tamil Nadu universities and talk to many of Goodwill’s higher 
education students, visit the new office in Dindigul, meet 
some of the Indian board members, catch up with the boys at 
Sanarpatti (where we danced all evening!), attend the wedding 
breakfast of Goodwill teacher Devi, visit several TORP villages, 
help with some admin and computer work and, on the days in 
between, still see some of Tamil Nadu’s best sights! 
Continued on page 2
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To see every facet of Goodwill’s work and talk at length with 
those responsible for day-to-day operation was an amazing 
experience. As with any organisation there are difficulties to 
be faced and improvements to be made but the attitude of all 
the people involved must be commended. All work is fuelled by 
energy and enthusiasm and this is sustained no matter what 
challenges arise. A special mention must be made to Nithya, 
the housemothers, cooks and girls of PVP - all of whom are now 
dear friends of mine. Although at times I certainly must have 
been a challenge, they welcomed me into their arms as soon as 
I arrived and every day that followed was filled with song, dance 
and laughter!
Integral to the charity is its sense of real community, something 
I only really came to understand when I saw it embodied in 
Mahee, the most recent appointment to Indian Goodwill board. 
Mahee was one of the first children housed and educated by 
Goodwill and at 8 he helped carry stones to build the school at 
Thandigudi. He has since worked with Goodwill for 35 years in 
many different capacities and he estimates that there are around 15 other ex-students working for the charity. He told me that, 
frequently, adults he doesn’t immediately recognise, stop him to say that, as children, they took their time as part of Goodwill for 
granted but, grown up, they are so full of gratitude for the opportunity Goodwill gave them and that it shaped their life into something 
wonderful. May the community of support for Goodwill continue to thrive alongside the community in Tamil Nadu.
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2017 CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Sponsor a School Bag
Thank you to all who contributed so generously to our “Sponsor a School Bag” appeal.
We raised the sum of £2,005 meaning that TORP will be able to equip 200 children 
with the essentials for the new academic year.

NOTICE OF AGM
Goodwill extends a warm invitation to all our supporters 
to attend our 2018 Annual General Meeting at Whitefriars, 
Lewins Mead, Bristol BS1 2NT on Saturday, 6th October at 
11am-12pm. Please note that to minimise charity expenses 
we will not be sending out individual invitations, so please 
contact Theresa on 01173 250 550 or
admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk if you would like to attend.

2017 Christmas Appeal 
 Sponsor a School Bag 
 
Thank you to all who contributed so generously to our “Sponsor a School Bag” appeal.  We 
raised the sum of £2,005 meaning that TORP will be able to equip 200 children with the 
essentials for the new academic year starting in June. 

   

 

PRIVACY POLICY
A Message about your Data
On May 25 the new General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) came into effect, replacing the current Data 
Protection Act 1998. We want you to know that Goodwill is 
committed to making sure that our communications with 
you are secure, considered and welcome.

We take the privacy and data security of our supporters and 
friends seriously. Our updated policy does not mean we’re 
changing the way we collect or use your information. We 
promise to respect any personal data you share with us, will 
keep it safe and not share it with any other organisation.
 
Our full Privacy Policy is available on our website. Please 
let us know if you wish to change the way we contact 
you. If you do not wish for your details to be used in any 
of the ways described in our Privacy Policy, then please 
email admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk. If you do have any 
questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

REMINDER 
OUR ADDRESS

Goodwill Children’s Homes

2B Whitefriars

Lewins Mead, Bristol. BS1 2NT

Tel: 0117 3250 550

or Email:

admin@goodwillhomes.org.uk
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
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Dear Supporters,

Since I last wrote a Chairman’s message, Goodwill has had 
a productive and encouraging period and we as Trustees 
feel that all Theresa’s hard work as our charity Administrator 
in engaging with supporters and improving the amount of 
communication is bearing fruit.

We have had a very positive response to advertising the 2019 
Supporters’ Tour to India and fund raising has improved for the 
third year in succession, which means we are able to support 
more children in India and have also restored our finances, 
so we have reserves in case of emergencies once again. The 
Christmas Appeal this year also received a greater response. 
Thank you to all who contributed.

We have also seen a significant increase in the number of 
independent visits to the Homes in India and it has been very 
encouraging to hear positive feed back about the children, 
the continuing enthusiasm of the staff and the good general 
state of the Homes. The Trustees are still keen to see progress 
on a new Girls’ Hostel but land purchase has been delayed 
by problems over pricing. The Indian Committee are keen to 
resolve this quickly, and so are we! 

One of the consequences of Theresa’s activity has been that 
you are quicker to tell us if communication with India breaks 
down. I apologise to those supporters who did not receive their 
usual thanks for gifts sent to their sponsored children. There 

VACANCY
Honorary Treasurer
Andrew Ling our Honorary Treasurer and Trustee since 2005 is 
retiring at the AGM in October. We are seeking interest from a 
finance professional to take on this role. 

The Treasurer works closely with our Chairman, has 
responsibility for the financial affairs of the charity and 
supports the Chairman in managing our partnership with the 
Indian homes. There is also regular contact and support to the 
Administrator/Sponsorship Officer. Three Trustee Meetings are 
held during the year in Bristol and in total the role requires two 
days per month. 

Andrew and his family are long term donors to the charity. He 
responded to a similar request for expression of interest and 
has found his involvement in Goodwill to be very rewarding.  

If you would like to know more, please contact the Administrator 
on 0117 3250 550 to get in touch with Quentin Edwards 
(Chairman) or Andrew Ling (Treasurer).

One of the longest serving members of the Indian Committee, 
Durga Balraj, has sadly had to withdraw from her current role 
as Treasurer due to ill health. She will be sorely missed as a 
strong advocate for the children and a passionate supporter of 
Goodwill’s work and I thank her for all she has done. 

The new regulations controlling the holding of personal 
information are now in place and we have a policy statement 
on the website if you would like to know more. In fact, there 
is a great deal of information on our website, all part of our 
determination to engage with supporters. You will also see in 
this newsletter an invitation to our next AGM, which is now 
open to all supporters. Do come if you can. Those who have 
come in the past have come again and there is a light lunch 
to be had and an interesting talk on some aspect of Goodwill’s 
work.

Thank you again for your continuing support of Goodwill 
Children’s Homes. It seems to me a mark of our Charity’s worth 
that it attracts such loyal and steadfast support, often over 
many years. Those supporters who have been fortunate enough 
to participate in one of our tours have seen for themselves how 
much the children in Goodwill appreciate this.

Quentin Edwards
Chairman

CANFORD SCHOOL
India Trip 2018

  
Canford School pupils who are looking forward to their trip in 
July. This is the school’s 23rd visit to the Goodwill orphanages 
and forms an integral part of the schools Lower 6th ‘Partnership 
Programme’.
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GIFTS IN KIND
Donated by two Doctor Friends
Two friends, one from the UK and the other from the USA, on their way to 
their reunion for medical doctors in Koidaikanal, arranged to visit Thandigudi 
which resulted in them gifting new bedding, jumpers, fresh fruit and two 
new beds for the sick room.
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HEARING TESTS 
To help lift the burden for those struggling with Hearing Loss
Hearing impairment is a serious but grossly 
neglected condition in India. Goodwill TORP and 
the Christian Fellowship Primary Health Centre 
organised free hearing tests for the poorest 
communities in and around the K.C. Patti Area. 
The tests were done by Drs Parthiban and Hari 
from the National Institute for Empowerment of 
Persons with Multiple Disabilities (NIEMPD), a 
Government of Tamil Nadu organisation based 
in Chennai. General check-ups were done by 
Drs Rajkumar and Mary Rajkumar, and their 
assistants from the health centre.

TORP was responsible for coordinating and 
publising the event, and NIEMPD supplied 
free hearing aids. The programme organisers 
anticipated that about 50 persons would attend, 
but their expectations were exceeded when a much larger crowd appeared, and they only finished after eight that night. From 
the 84 persons who attended, 79 needed hearing aids. Three persons were identified as having huge hearing problems that could 
not be supported by hearing aids.
“Such initiatives are helpful for poor people like me who cannot afford expensive procedures and hearing aids,” said
P. Komalimannadi aged 68, a patient from Nallurkadu - village.



‘Pongal’ in Tamil means ‘boiling over or spilling over’ and the boiling over of milk in a clay pot 
is considered to denote future prosperity for the family. It is one of the most important popular 
Hindu festivals of the year. Pongal is a four- day Tamil festival celebrated in January to thank the 
Hindu sun god for the harvest. Although it started as a farmer’s festival, today it has become a 
national festival for all the Tamils irrespective of their origins or even religion. It is as popular 
in urban areas as is in rural areas. During the four-day festivity, families and friends are invited 
over meals and new clothes are exchanged. The first day involves throwing unused household 
items into a large fire. Women dance around the fire singing prayers. One of the main parts of 
the celebration takes place on the second day and involves the boiling of the first rice of the 
season devoted to the Sun. This is known as puja. The third day - or Mattu Pongal - is the day 

for cows. The cattle are adorned with beads and garlands and fed with the pongal rice and worshipped. The cows are then taken 
into the village or town, where a street party and bull racing are held. The fourth day is called Knau and involves a ritual with the 
last of the pongal and a turmeric leaf. The gods are once again prayed to and thanked.
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TORP
Children’s Fair
In March TORP hosted a children’s fair at K. C Patti office to distribute teaching aids and play equipment donated by the Toy Trust. 
A total of 132 children from seven village schools attended the celebration function. Goodwill TORP supports 203 needy tribal 
children within a 10km radius from K.C. Patti office. 
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PONGAL FUN AT THANDIGUDI
2018 Celebrations

The overflowing pot
symbolises fulfillment
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CENTRAL OFFICE
Move to Dindigul
Committee members and staff attended the official opening of the new 
administrative office in Dindigul.

FAREWELL
Surya Narayanan
At the end of 2017 Goodwill said goodbye to Mr. E. Surya Narayanan, 
Office Manager who retired from the services of Goodwill Children’s 
Homes Charitable Society (GCHCS), Tamil Nadu after 29 years of 
dedicated service to the charity.

CELEBRATING
Academic Achievements
On 27th March Union Primary School hosted a successful annual prize-
giving day which is an important part of the school activities to share with 
parents and public the achievements of the past school year. Colourful 
cultural play and dance items were part of the function and student of 
the primary school performed various items on important social issues.

FRANCIS XAVIER
Appointed Field Officer
Francis is no stranger to Goodwill.  As a trained Social Worker with many 
years of experience in the welfare sector he was the obvious choice to 
take over from Surya. We wish him all the best with his new challenge.

INDIA
Welcomes New Accountant
Ms Tamil Selvi joined Goodwill India on 1st December as Accountant. 
She holds a B. Com (CA) with an MBA in Financial Management with 
computer skills.

FULL MARKS 
For Goodwill Girl
At the annual school prize-giving day in 
Pattiveeranpatti, Muthulakshmi (10th standard) 
received a prize for scoring 100% in one of her 
subjects.



Goodwill Children’s Homes NEWSLETTER    Charity Reg Number 270403

Christmas Celebrations
Sanarpatti Home

Christmas Celebrations
Pattiveeranpatti Home

Christmas Gifts
for Girls without Sponsors

New Shower Facilities for Lara House
funded by the King’s School, Ottery St Mary 

Free Laptops for Girls in Higher Education
donated by the Tamil Nadu Government

Christmas Celebrations 
Thandigudi Home
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GOODWILL SCHOOL
Mary and Myles Needham
I cannot describe our welcome when we finally turned into the 
little road which led up to the Goodwill Children’s Home.  We 
felt like royalty. It was quite overwhelming. Rangoli patterns 
decorated the entrance and the whole school was there: 
teachers, housemothers, some of the governors and many 
very excited children. Flower garlands were draped around our 
necks and flower petals were thrown over us. We could not 
have been welcomed more warmly. That evening we visited 
some of the houses where the children were very keen to 
make themselves known to us and display their singing and 
dancing skills. The following morning, we climbed the path to 
the school area and were introduced to all the children during 
their morning assembly. Having observed all of the classes 
once, I then taught each class, but spent most of my time with 
the fourth and fifth standard.  The children were remarkably 
well behaved and respectful, and the teachers tolerated my 
strange English teaching methods with sceptical smiles! Being 
used to interactive whiteboards and colourful and plentiful 
teaching resources, it was a challenge to revert to ‘chalk and 
talk’ as it had been at the beginning of my career. Art did not 
seem to appear much on the curriculum, so I was determined 
to do some. The children became very excited at the prospect 
but seemed to need ‘permission’ to be creative and do their 
own thing. Myles, who had been a bit concerned about what 
he would do when I was teaching, became my TA and much to 
my surprise, thoroughly enjoyed it. During the two weeks at 
the school we also visited TORP (Tribal Outreach Programme). 

I opened a Book Corner in one school, which was a large book 
bag holding a selection of well written and illustrated children’s 
books, with familiar subject matter. It would be lovely if this sort 
of book bag could be provided for every primary classroom. We 
visited the workshop set up to give young, local women useful 
craft skills. The whole project was impressive. If the welcome 
was amazing, the cultural show (organised by the teachers 
and performed by the children) that we were treated to before 
we left was fantastic. Although very much loved and cared for, 
these children have very few material things, but a happier 
and more caring bunch it would be hard to find. We said our 
farewells and climbed into the car behind our driver. As we did, 
a little girl slipped a necklace into my hand. It is an experience 
I don’t think either of us will ever forget.
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GOODWILL GIRLS IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Gemma Daubeney
While visiting Goodwill in February, Gemma has been catching up with some of the 
ex-students from our Pattiveeranpatti Home. She shared her experience with us.
The youngest girls we met were Jinitha, Nivetha and Srimalar, all aged 18, who left Pattiveeranpatti home in 2017. We visited the 
girls at their new college, Mary Matha College, Periyakulam, last week and it’s safe to say they seem to be having an amazing 
time! Jinitha is studying B.Sc Maths and is a fun and energetic girl, and her teachers clearly enjoy her presence in the classroom. 
Her mother is PVP’s own CWO, Vimala, and although Jinitha lives on campus in a college hostel she returns to the Goodwill 
home on holidays. Nivetha and Srimalar are both BSc Chemistry students. Nivetha is a talented girl who excels both inside the 
classroom but also in cultural activities; her latest achievement is a 1st place award at District level for speaking. She lives with 
her parents nearby and catches the bus to college every day. Srimalar is a bright girl with a calm, collected manner that makes 
her a very focused student. Srimalar, an orphan, also lives on the college site and, like Jinitha, returns to Goodwill on holidays 
where she is swept quickly back into the warmth and family of the PVP home. The girls were clearly very proud of their college 
all agreed that friends and teachers were their favourite thing about their experience so far.
  

Aged 21, Raji is in her fourth and final year studying BSc. Nursing at the all-female Sacred Heart College just outside Dindigul. 
She is a beautiful and charming girl and her principal spoke very highly of both her academic work and of her temperament. Raji 
clearly loves her course and she spoke with enthusiasm about the clinical postings she and her classmates are sent on every 
morning. The girls get the opportunity to gain practical experience at a local hospital as well as witness some more complex 
procedures. Raji’s favourite component of her course is paediatric nursing - something she hopes to specialise in in the future. 
The social element of college life is also a big part of Raji’s time and she took time to introduce us to her 5 roommates. The girls 
in ‘room 13’ were all clearly very close friends and it was through them that we were told about Raji’s great artistic talent; she is 
apparently never seen without some new creation in her hands. Older sister to Srimalar, Raji is an orphan and she relies on the 
support from the Goodwill charity for more than just educational help - it is her family. We can’t stress enough how important 
it is that you keep supporting children beyond school age and on into higher education. Although it may be that Raji and her 
contemporaries are no longer ‘children,’ often it is at this time when they are most in need of a helping hand.

We spent some time with Rajalakshmi (pictured far right), a former Goodwill student
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OUR GOODWILL TRIP
Richard Fenwick
It was with a sense of quiet anticipation, excitement and 
fulfilment that Katie and I visited Goodwill in November last 
year. We had just retired, having previously run two boarding 
prep schools, St Andrew’s Turi in Kenya and Hazlegrove in 
Somerset. As part of our adjustment to life beyond the school 
gates, we had decided to cycle from Chennai to Kerala, through 
Tamil Nadu and over the Western Ghats and were therefore 
presented with the ideal opportunity to visit Goodwill.

It was a charity with which we had been familiar for over 30 
years from the time that George Kent made a fundraising visit 
to the school in which we worked and by chance, that Tina, 
his daughter, who went to the same church in North London, 
lived with us for nearly a year soon after we were married. 
Although our bike trip took us very close to Goodwill, rather 
than a fleeting visit, we decided to return at the end to stay 
for three nights in the guest house at Thandigudi and also visit 
some tribal outreach villages.

Our travel arrangements which were all put in place by Sinna 
from Rithu Destination Management, with great care and 
attention to detail, meant we could relax knowing that all 
logistic concerns were taken care of. Our driver, who stayed 
with us for the whole time, took us up the escarpment in the 
fading light of late afternoon, slowing climbing up the twisting 
roads, leaving cultivated fields behind us making our way 
through the architectural grandeur of indigenous forest on the 
slopes of the Western Ghats. Our arrival at Thandigudi, despite 
the late hour, was heart-warming, all the children lining the 
paths to welcome us and present us with garlands.

During our time there we experienced so much, but always 
surrounded by happy and purposeful children. Lessons in the 
school were clearly well planned and children were keen to 
learn. The evenings were exhausting as we joined in their many 
games of tag, negotiating the many hazards of the network of 
sloping stone pavements, and later in the evening, visiting the 
dorms was great, with the girls very keen to sing to us and the 
boys to show us, and teach us, some of their dance moves. 
It was very important to put aside western expectations and 
norms. The children sit on the floor to eat and their play area in 
the dorms was converted to a sleeping area with mattresses, 
again on the floor. 

This works very well and makes good use of space. Visits to 
the tribal villages and schools were also very interesting and 
allowed us to gain an insight into communities very much off 
the beaten track. It was exciting to see the empowering nature 
of education and opportunities for training, giving children and 
young people hope and purpose for their futures.

The Goodwill children are clearly very happy. The sense of 
well-being and strength of relationship at all levels is almost 
tangible.

This is driven and sustained by two clear strengths, the 
outstanding care provided by the house parents in the 
dormitories and the hard work and commitment of teaching 
and support staff.

Our brief visit more than fulfilled our hopes and expectations. 
It is a very special and possibly unique place. It was a privilege 
to visit.



DONATE
 Through Facebook
We now collect donations through Facebook. You can donate 
on our page by either clicking on the “DONATE button” at 
the top of the page or create a fundraiser to raise money for 
Goodwill. Raising Money on Facebook mean you can connect 
friends to your cause and gain supporters across Facebook. 

People can donate to your fundraiser in just a few clicks 
without leaving Facebook.

MEMORY GIVING
You can now donate in memory of a loved on our Memory Giving page at 
www.memorygiving.com. Leaving a gift in memory of someone special,  
a loved one, colleague or friend is a lasting tribute and means their memory 
will live on through our work amongst destitute and orphaned children 
in Tamil Nadu. Your gift will ensure that we can continue to provide our 
children with a lifelong gift of education.
 

A GIFT IN YOUR WILL
Will ensure that we can be there
for Generations to come 

We know that your first priority when making a Will is to provide for your loved ones, but many people find that even after they’ve 
done this they can leave something to a cause they hold dear. Leaving a legacy to Goodwill will mean that we can continue giving 
destitute children a lifelong gift of education. No matter how large or small, your gift will make a difference and touch many lives, 
but it will also ensure that we will be there to help for generations to come.

We would like to remind you that we have partnered with The Goodwill Partnership who offers a Will-writing service. Their 
service includes a free, no obligation home-visit. They are the largest distributor of best practice home-visit solicitor-provided 
Wills across all postcodes within England & Wales. Although we have similar names we are not legally connected. The Goodwill 
Partnership charges £125 + VAT for a single Will and £125 + VAT for a second Will, for your Spouse or Partner.

To book an appointment, either call them on 0844 669 6148 or visit
https://www.thegoodwillpartnership.co.uk/goodwillhomes/click on Book an Appointment within the website menu. If you 
request a call, one of their secretaries will then contact you by telephone to arrange a convenient time for your free consultation. 
This can be daytime or evening or weekend, whichever is most convenient for you. Allow about 45 minutes for the visit.
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MISSION GIVING
Cheque Presentation
 
We are extremely grateful to have received another grant from 
the St Albans Cathedral’s Mission Giving allocation. Goodwill 
Supporter, Helen Bishop accepted the cheque on our behalf 
from the Dean of St Albans, the Very Reverend Dr Jeffrey John.

CUPPA FOR GOODWILL
You’re Invited
Helen Bishop is hosting her annual Coffee Day on Thursday, 
19th July. Friends and residents of St Albans are invited to drop 
in at Helen’s house for a lovely CUPPA and cake. A range of 
delightful re-made greeting cards will be on sale.

Contact Helen on 01727 730825 for more information. 
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ANNUAL CARD SALE
Huge Success
Despite the bitterly cold weather, the annual card sale held at the Parish Hall in Weston, Bath received loads of support from the 
local community. While some bought cards, others enjoyed chatting with friends and eating the lovely homemade baked goods 
while having a warm cuppa. Thank you to all who supported our event and especially to our volunteers who give so much of 
their time to remake cards. A total of £831 was raised. None of this would have been possible without the support of those who 
buy the cards. Please carry on buying your cards from our Weston card making group and help raise more money for destitute 
children in southern India. We are looking for more outlets to sell our cards. Contact Theresa, the Administrator if you can help.

GIFT DONATION CHEQUE
PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: Goodwill Children’s Homes

YOUR DETAILS
FULL NAME:

FULL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE: EMAIL:

GIFT AID DECLARATION
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid can be reclaimed by Goodwill from the tax you pay for the current tax year, if you sign the following declaration:

I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make in the future of have made in the past 4 years. I am a UK taxpayer 
and understand that if I pay less income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax on the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year, it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNED: DATE:

PRINT NAME:

Donation Form
Education is the fundamental key for the tribal children of today and the future. With your help we have already lifted many out 
of their poverty and oppression. You can help us to continue providing a meaningful education by donating.

Please Tick ✓ 
£10  £25  £50  Other Amount: £_________________

Please send me more information on:
Sponsorship                  How I can get involved?                   Fundraising for Goodwill

If you would like to do a bank transfer, please contact the office for our bank details.



Ex-Goodwill student Poonkodi 
visited PVP Home with 
her husband and donated 
100 geometry boxes to be 
distributed to the girls in the 
new academic year. She joined 
Goodwill Homes in class 2 and 
completed her 12th standard in 
2008 after which she studied 
B.Tech. Engineering at College 
in Chennai. Poonkodi joined a 
small IT-firm. She is happily married and expecting a baby soon. 
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VOLLEYBALL ENTHUSE VILLAGERS 

GOODWILL ALUMNI 
Keeping in Touch

Winning Team

On March 17th & 18th Goodwill TORP and the 
Korancombu Youth club joined efforts to host the 
first ever youth club volleyball championship in 
the village.

The aim was to encourage the youth to participate in sports activities to 
improve their physical and mental wellbeing.  Spectators came from 
neighbouring villages to watch and encourage the players. Ten teams 
participated over a two-day period and at the end, there could only be one 
winner. The 2018 winning team was Nadupatti’s A-Team who defeated 
Korancombu’s A-team in the final to win the Goodwill trophy. The Goodwill 
sponsored trophy and cups were presented by Mr. Sekar, a former village 
player and coach of the Korancombu team. The success of the event 
confirmed that this will become an annual event. Although the players 
are not familiar with all the rules, basic rules were followed. They would, 
however, like to understand and learn more about the rules and regulations 
of the game. Perhaps our visiting schools could consider teaching them the 
rules of volleyball.

Runners Up

Sathiya Devi qualified as a teacher and lives in the Dindigul-
district, but since she was not able to secure a permanent job 
she is now working as customer care executive in a private 
bank in Pollachi. Here she is photographed with her parents 
and her four- year old son, Kevin. 


