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WELCOME

To all Readers of “New Leaves”, the
magazine for the Parish of St David’s with St.

Michael and All Angels.

The editorial team invites you to submit appropriate

articles which reflect Church, Parish or Community interest

Please send as Word documents to: newleavesnews@gmail.com

Please note that all articles will be printed with the author’s name

Enjoy this month’s read.
We will welcome critical comments on the magazine

Editorial Team: Bill Pattinson and Richard Barnes supported by
Stephanie Aplin and Clive Wilson









It is a privilege to be elected to serve St David’s, a diverse ward with
distinct and friendly neighbourhoods. From St David’s train station
and St David’s Hill it stretches to both sides of the quay to the
incinerator on the west side and Devon County Council on the east.

As you can imagine, people readily talk to me about environmental
issues – the need for a weekly food waste collection, how air
pollution affects their lives, their concerns about the climate and loss
of trees. Others tell me their personal stories, and how the system
needs to change to help them meet their everyday needs. Residents
also tell me of their hopes, ideas and their work for their community,
from cultural, faith or community activities, to caring or even a bit of
‘gorilla’ gardening.

So many people have spoken to me about how Exeter is changing.
Was it ever thus? Since late 18th century road building, and the
construction of the Iron Bridge in the 1830s, which encouraged use
of St David’s Hill as a route to Tiverton, traffic and development has
continued to increase. The recent pace of development has
increased significantly: more cars but less ease of movement; loss of
local shops and pressures on heritage, biodiversity and green
spaces  all of which makes many feel sad, excluded or frustrated.
These pressures Exeter faces reflect global challenges – how to use
our economy to enable us to live a decent life within the
environmental limits of one planet – or the city boundaries in our
case.

I expect you all know, far better than I do, about the philanthropic
work of Flay, then Dinham and Gibbs. The latter two founding the
charitable ‘village’ that became Mount Dinham, an expanded
‘Institution for the Blind’, an Episcopal Charity School, 40 ‘Free
Cottages’, a new and ambitious Anglican church and a new National
Boys’ School. A few centuries on charities and community
enterprises continue to thrive across the South West to meet the
urgent needs in our communities. In my work, providing business
support for the community sector, I never fail to be amazed by such



communityled action, often as equally ambitious, that is dedicated to
changing lives and our environment.

Solutions to St David’s needs cannot be solved by the Council alone.
One of my goals is to encourage the Council to better recognise and
work with the skills, local knowledge, contributions, creativity and
hope that residents have to offer to address local pressing needs
and help our communities to thrive. I look forward to learning more
about the work you do. Please don’t hesitate to contact me on
07930932214 or diana.moore@greenparty.org.uk

19.05.2019













"Here sonny have a packet of gum,”
said the American officer as he sat in
his jeep.

That morning in 1942 I was playing
outside the cottage where my family was living on Luscombe Castle
Estate near Dawlish . The heavy drone of engines had drawn me to
the end of the lane, watching lorry after lorry winding its way slowly up
Luscombe Hill and coming to a stop."What is the town we have just
gone through?" asked the officer
"Dawlish" I replied . He nodded and then the convoy of lorries moved
on up the hill and disappeared from sight. Their destination was the
South Hams .

In 1949 I was sitting in the back of a lorry with Harry Steer and Jack
Palmer making our way to the South Hams to visit churches from
which all the valuable woodwork had been removed, prior to the
Americans taking over the area for training. Alan Pile, armed with his
little Red Note Book, guided the lorry down the narrow lane ,first to
one village, then to another and so on. Our job was to find the crates
which contained the medieval screens ,which had been packed in
straw and stored either in the church towers, or in behind the last row
of seats at the back of the church.Having found the crates, we had to
inspect them and bring back the most damaged pieces of woodwork
to the workshop for repair and restoration. Some were in a pretty bad
state but the three men were undaunted.

Going back to early 1942 , about the time I was given my American
gum, it had been Herbert Read who had been given the task of
removing the screens and storing them until after the war. It had been
a mammoth task and Alan Pile had spent weeks away from home
carrying out this work . When the Americans arrived he had not
finished, and so a detail of troops was assigned to help. The story of
events which took place while Alan was there with the Americans, and



his brief return after they left, I will recount later as "The man with the
Little Red Book"

Returning once more to 1949, I spent the next 12 to 18 months after
picking up the damaged woodwork, going backwards and forwards
to the South Hams with Alan Pile as the screens were repaired and
restored.

Who would have thought that a small lad accepting a packet of gum
from an American Officer would be so connected to one of the
biggest events of the War

D. DAY JUNE 6th 1944

14.05.2019



I was recently asked by Bill Pattinson when the jobs at the back of
the church would be finished. The answer is now we have the
material we can start to put together the finishing touches. We did
not have timber long enough in length to make the corner scribing
boards. Now we have the seats from Swindon, things can move on
again. Timber has already been cut and planed for this, together with
other pieces which are required. The kitchen hatchway is nearly
completed. Roger has made six striking plates to hold the bolts for
the doors and two have already been fitted.
For the record, it took four and a half days of heavy work for the
Three Musketeers, going to Swindon to get the seats, unloading
them at St Davids, and then taking them apart and storing them

14.05.2019









PARISH FETE 2019
Saturday 29th June 11.30 - 2.30 at St

David’s Church

The City of Exeter Railway Band
Grand Draw
Stalls and Games
Refreshments

CAN YOU HELP?
Are you able to ….
Bake or make something for the cake and
produce stall
Grow some plants for the plant stall
Set aside some books, or nearly new
items for the stalls
Buy as many draw tickets as you can
Donate some bottles
Run a stall, help set up or clear up
CONTACT: Sam Wellbelove or sign up
at the back of Church on Sunday.







Not an Article about Home Improvements, but the words that came to
mind with the Readings for the first Sunday in May – Acts 9 and John
21 – Paul on the Damascus Road and Peter's rehabilitation (as Fr
Dominic Cyrus called it in his Sermon) with the Risen Christ on the
lakeside.

Some Christians have had a Damascus Road conversion. For others,
faith has been a long and winding road. Though no doubt Saul/Paul
had been affected by the witness of Stephen in his martyrdom, and
needed Ananias to remove the scales from his eyes. Some have a
mountaintop experience like the Transfiguration. C S Lewis
apparently had a bus top conversion moment.

These are just examples of journeys of faith – as Ven David Gunn
Johnson said at a recent Cathedral Evensong, each of us has a
unique encounter with the Risen Christ, one just right for you.

A couple of months ago there was debate in the Church Times and
online, whether every Christian had to have a 'personal relationship
with Jesus'? My observation of this was that no one actually
described what a 'relationship with Jesus' involved or was like.
Perhaps this is inevitable; it's not easy to describe a relationship. So I
won't try to either.

My other observation was that some people find 'relationships' difficult
to form or sustain, and not just those 'on the autistic spectrum' or in
other vulnerable minorities.

My worry was that some Christians, evangelical in particular, use the
'relationship with Jesus' phrase almost as a mantra to suggest they
are closer to God than the rest of us. Some writers thought a
relationship with God through Jesus in the Holy Spirit was more
accurate, but felt peer pressure to use the 'personal relationship'
label.

On further reflection I decided that, without using that particular
mantra, all flavours of Christianity enjoy a relationship with Jesus in
one way or another. So perhaps:

Evangelicals  in a strong prayer life and deep knowledge of Jesus in
the Scriptures.



Catholics  in being with Jesus through the Liturgical Year and in the
Sacraments receiving and adoring His Presence.

Progressives & Liberals  in working with Jesus in service to his world
– Christ has no body now on Earth but ours – as St Teresa of Avila
put it.

It's probably just coincidence that the mosaicstyle reredos behind
the High Altar at St Michael's has the Apostles John, Peter, Thomas &
Matthew nearest the central figure of Christ in glory. But these 4 can
be used as examples of 4 flavours of Christian practice, threads
woven into a fabric of faith where each of us has a unique place and
beauty.

John  the Artist, contemplative evangelist and lover of Christ,
supporting Mary by the Cross.

Peter – the Activist , impulsive, shepherd of the flock, but able to
change his viewpoint at Joppa.

Thomas – the Thinker, arriving late,
questioning, physical, but
confessing my Lord & my God.

Matthew – the
Professional,following the rules,
knowing the history, and seeing
prophesies of the Messiah fulfilled
in Jesus in his Gospel.

At St Michael's, Benediction, after
Choral Evensong on Sunday 2nd

June, can be a moment of special
encounter with Jesus, in the most
holy sacrament of the Altar. And our
Corpus Christi Procession on Thurs
20th June will show that Presence
to the community in a beautiful
visible way.















 

SUNDAY 30TH JUNE                                                                                                                                     

  Exeter Chorale  

Summer Concert  
                                                                                                                                                                                                     

   Madrigals & Part Songs                            

                     

Sunday 30th 

June                                                               

4.30pm 
 

St Michael & All 

Angels Church, 

Mount Dinham,  

Exeter           

EX4 4EB 

 

 

Directed by 

John Draisey   

£10 (children 
free) 

Ticket includes 
home made 
refreshments 

  



F R I DAY 28 T H J U N E
a t

CREDITON CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, HIGH ST., CREDITON

7: 0 0pm*
* DOORS OPEN 6:30 PM

With the support of
The Music Makers’

Adult £10 Child (16 and under) £5

Tickets available from:
• h�ps://www.�cketsource.co.uk/date/649143

• Crediton Community Bookshop, High Street,
Crediton EX17 3AH

• At the door

‘Music enriches the lives of those who make it and those
who hear it. Music builds bridges between people.‘

Two benefit concerts will be held in support of the Edward Said
Music Programs for youth in Pales�ne. The musicians are graduates
and performed with Nigel Kennedy and the Pales�ne Strings at the
BBC Proms.

Programme will consist of piano quartets by Mozart and Mahler,
string quartet and Arabic folk music composed for ensemble.

Excep�onally gifted, the musicians are presently continuing their
studies at Music Conservatories in the UK supported by PALMUSIC,
a charitable organiza�on based in London with links to the Edward
Said Music Conservatory.

Fo r mo r e i n f o rma t i o n p l e a s e c o n t a c t : J o y Moo r e j o yemoo r e 4 0@gma i l . c om

B E N E F I T C O N C E R T S
MU S I C F O R PA L E S T I N E

S ATU R DAY 29 T H J U N E
a t

ST MICHAEL‘S CHURCH
MOUNT DINHAM, EXETER

7: 0 0pm

With the support of
Reve r end N i ge l Gu th r i e

IYAD SUGHAYER – PIANO LOURDINA BABOUN TIBAH SAAD – CELLO, VOICEOMAR SAAD – VIOLA

Tickets available from:
• h�ps://www.�cketsource.co.uk/date/649069

• At the door



French Favourites at Four  

“Duo Lirico” 

Carina Smith-Violin     Alex Wilson-Piano 

 

Sunday 16
th

 June 2019 4pm 

St. Michael and All Angel’s Church, 

Mount Dinham, Exeter 

Franck-----Faure-----Ravel 

 

Tickets on the door £10 (under 18’s free) 

to include Tea and Carina’s fruity flapjack 

 

“Duo Lirico” perform lyrical music for any occasion 

alexwilsonpianist.com 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 





Heritage Lottery Fund

Tuesday 4th June YMCA Exeter, 173 years of
7:30pm Christian history, told in

authentic voices

YMCA Exeter is one of the oldest YMCAs in the world,
founded in 1846. Our story begins with local Exeter
philanthropist John Dinham, who caught the vision of the
national YMCA movement and was passionate about
creating an Exeter expression

Dr Tom Browne

Tuesday 18th June Can we blame the weather &
7:30pm climate for the church cracks?

Dr Clive Wilson,Met Office

























If you have images of any events of interest to the Parish community
please send them to us. Any information and articles you’d like to
submit for inclusion in future issues should be sent to the new editorial
team at:

newleavesnews@gmail.com

Please send digital files via email and please make the subject header
fit the content of the email  thanks!

Thank you to Graham Lerwill for organising the printing of this
magazine
 his hard work is much appreciated.




