
St David with St Michael and All Angels, Mount Dinham, Exeter
Newsletter for the Third Sunday of Easter, 1 May 2022
 
Dear Friends,
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Annual Parish Church Meeting or who
joined us on Zoom.  Glynis Harflett was elected as our Churchwarden for the coming 
year and Stephanie Aplin and Laura Casimir were elected Chapel Wardens for St 
Michael’s.  Robert Mitchell, Oliver Nicholson and Dave Allin were all elected to the 
PCC.  Thank you to everyone who stood for office and to all who are forming our 
PCC for the coming year.  
After Mass today at St Michael’s there will be an informal AGM which will include 
appointment and confirmation of the committee for St Michael’s and  feedback from 
the recent survey about future ministry in the parish.  
Thank you again to everyone who contributed to our Holy Week services and 
prepared and decorated our churches for Easter.
We continue to pray for the people of Ukraine.  At St David’s Church there are still 
some white card doves for you to write your prayers.  They will be added to our 
peace prayer mobile.  
Please excuse any deficiencies in the Notice Sheet this week – the Vicar’s main 
computer has broken!
Face coverings in church are now voluntary in church, as elsewhere.  But please keep
aware of social distancing and use hand sanitizer on entering the building.  We are 
delighted to be serving refreshments after our services and are grateful to those who 
are making this possible.  Please be patient, kind and respect the personal space of 
other people if they don’t wish to get too close!
 

Our services today are: 

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and preacher, 
Ash Leighton Plom (live-streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook page) 
11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and preacher, Ash 
Leighton Plom
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom, also on St David’s Church
Facebook Page – see details below
6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Bill Pattinson
6pm Choral Evensong and Benediction led by Nigel Guthrie 
 

Services in church and online this week and next week 



Tuesday  3 May 9.30 – 9.55am Morning Prayer on Zoom.  Please join us on this 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09
Meeting ID: 660 226 1392          Passcode: 196651

6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page) 
Wednesday 4 May, 9.30am Mattins and 10am Said Requiem Mass for May 
Thursday 5 May, 10.30am Holy Communion at St David’s Church
6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page) 
Friday 6 May, 9.30am Morning Prayer in St David’s Lady Chapel and on St David’s 
Church Facebook page 
Sunday 8 May – Easter 4
Nigel is away, preaching at St James’ Palace this Sunday.
9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s Church with celebrant, Ash Leighton Plom 
and preacher, Howard Friend (live streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook page)  
11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant and preacher, Robin Eastoe
 4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom 
 

6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Charlotte Townsend
Covid-19 Safe for Public Worship
At St David’s we encourage people to wear face coverings to come forward to 
receive Holy Communion and then to consume the host after moving away from the 
altar rail. 
At St Michael’s the priest will distribute Holy Communion to people in their seats. 
Please do not attend church if you are feeling ill or have tested positive for Covid. 
 

TEA TIME CONCERT
On Saturday 14th May at 4.00pm you are warmly invited to come to St David’s to 
enjoy a short concert of light-hearted music for voices and instruments - performed 
by Tina and Nigel and other members of the church community - followed by a 
delicious cream tea! 
The concert is raising funds to support Latin Link, a Christian charity with which one
of our students, Jemima, is doing a placement in South America during the coming 
year. More information about this can be found in Jemima’s fundraising page here:
https://latinlink.org.uk/fundraiser-profile/jemima-firman/

Tickets are priced £6 - inclusive of the cream tea (children free) and can be obtained 
from Tina at 07792188253 or on the door. 
SOS… some more offers of cakes or scones would be gratefully received.  Please 
contact Tina.
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09
https://latinlink.org.uk/fundraiser-profile/jemima-firman/


Prayer after Church at St David's
 

Prayer is available for you after church at St David's this weekend. Just make your 
way to the Lady Chapel after the service where the pastoral prayer team will be ready
to pray with and for you.
 

Thrive: 1st May - Mission to the English, 4pm at St David's Church
 

In this session, we explore some of the missionary saints who brought Christianity to 
the early English, and consider what lessons we can learn for sharing the faith in our 
own day.
 

Thrive Acoustic: 8th May, 4pm at St David's Church
 

Join local guitar celebrity Dan Rangel for a session of music and conversation across 
themes of spirituality, love, and deepest meaning.
 

Begin Well Antenatal
 

The Right Reverend Jackie Searle, The Bishop of Crediton, invites you to help launch
our Begin Well antenatal classes. Begin Well is a charity which works with churches 
to provide antenatal classes. Its evidence-based course is hosted and run by local 
churches and offers parents-to-be the starting blocks for family life.  There are 
currently six churches running Begin Well in Devon. If you would like to help us 
offer this, please get in touch with Ash (07855305519, aescleal@gmail.com). Begin 
Well offer excellent training, course materials, policies, procedures, booking systems 
and ongoing support throughout.
Knit and Natter 
We will meet again on one Saturday in May from 10.30am until 12noon. All are 
welcome to knit, natter or learn!  Tea and coffee available.
Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast will be going on tour around three venues!  Our next breakfast 

will be on Saturday 28th May at 9.30am at the Imperial.  Please contact Nigel if you 
would like to be on a mailing list reminder for this.
St David’s Church opening times
After many years of general closure we are re- establishing regular opening times for 
St David’s Church, usually having the church open from 9.30am to 5pm from 
Monday to Friday.  So please do pop in if you are passing to pause and pray and to 
greet any visitors.  
Tuesday Friendship Café

mailto:aescleal@gmail.com


Please let your local friends know that we are open on Tuesday mornings from 
10.30am to 12noon as a drop-in for people to find a Christian welcome and 
company.  There are flyers available for you to take as invitations.  
Thank you to those who have already offered to help or to bake cakes.  There is a rota
at the back of church to sign up for May and June when you can help.  And do just 
come along if you would like to and help us to welcome any visitors who come into 
church!   
Tea and Toast at St Michael’s Church
Tea and toast will be available at St Michael’s Church from 9-10am on Wednesdays 
this term.  Do come and join in if you are free!  
St Michael’s Church Survey and AGM
Thank you to all those who completed the survey.  The numerical results and 
comments will be shared with the Archdeacon, PCC and St Michael’s Committee.  
The numerical results will also be shared, with a commentary to explain them, at an 

informal AGM at St Michael’s after Mass on Sunday 1st May at approx. 12.15pm.
Church Electoral Roll
The revision of the Church Electoral Roll is complete and the new roll is displayed at 
both churches.  Thank you to Sue Wilson and Paula Lewis for their work on the 
revision. 
New Leaves – May Edition
The May edition of our Parish Magazine is now available in our churches.  Thank 
you to our contributors and to our editorial team for their hard work.  Please collect 
your copy and share with any friends who might be interested in our churches. 
 

Green Team
It is great to see the new fruit trees coming into bud, and we are hopeful that at least 
some of our bird boxes will be well used.  Please let us know if you spot any nesting 
activity in the churchyard!
Phone Network and Home Communion
If you would like to be phoned by someone from the church community or know 
someone who would appreciate Communion at home, please let Nigel know 
at nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com or by ringing him on 01392 660226 or Ash on 
07855305519. 
St Michael’s services and prayers
If you would like to access the service details and prayer list for St Michael’s please 
contact Oliver Nicholson at virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com and he can add you to 
that weekly mailing.
 Your Prayers are asked for…
 those who are suffering including: 
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Charlotte, Paul and Grace; Maggs Bedford; Monica Darch; Andrew Francis; James 
Ibbetson, Dan Newman, Liz Rimmington; Anne Smith; Grace Tointon; Mary Tout; 
Pam Smith; Iris Sutton; Bessie Wilkins; Caroline, Cliff and Stephen, Andy, Avis, 
Becky, Kate, Debs and Rob
 

Please remember those who have died recently including:
Diane Susan Evans, Jack Savage
In the Parish Cycle of Prayer:  Listeners (Samaritans training initiative for Exeter 
Prison inmates).  The chaplaincy team at Exeter Prison, and the Community 
Chaplains working with those to be released from custody. 
Please also pray for:
the people of Ukraine and all those injured, bereaved and made homeless by the 
invasion;
refugees from Ukraine and elsewhere, and the response to their needs;
for peace negotiations between Russia and Ukraine to be productive;
those suffering in Afghanistan through lack of food and medical facilities and the 
young women being denied education;
the people of Somalia facing continued conflict and famine;
those elected to office and service as members of our PCC and committees;
purposeful follow-up from the COP26 conference;
those being severely impacted by rising costs of living in this country;
those in the NHS struggling to keep services going in the face of many Covid 
infections;
those suffering from Covid and long-Covid around the world. 
 

With every blessing, 
Nigel Guthrie
 

Prayers, Readings and Address for the Third Sunday of Easter 1 May 2022
Collect 
Almighty Father,

who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples

with the sight of the risen Lord:

give us such knowledge of his presence with us,

that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life

and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,



one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading – Acts 10: 34-43
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, 
went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are 
you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and 
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling 
with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up 
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led 
him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without 
sight, and neither ate nor drank.
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and
go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.’ But 
Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he 
has done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests 
to bind all who invoke your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and 
before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on 
Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, 
has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then
he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his strength.
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began to
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’
  

Gospel - John 21: 1-19
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; 
and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, 
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 
others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to 
him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing.



Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it 
was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered
him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will 
find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there 
were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ 
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 
naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging 
the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred 
yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 
bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and 
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to
them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who 
are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave
it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus 
appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do 
you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of 
John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John, do 
you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’
And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used 
to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you 
will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take 
you where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which
he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’
Address by Ash Leighton Plom for 1 May 2022
Risen Lord Jesus, show yourself again to us your disciples gathered here together like
those first disciples gathered by the shore. Feed us and teach us so that we all may be 
nourished to live and tell the truth of your resurrection. Amen.
 

Good morning once again, and for those of you who don't yet know me - perhaps 
who are new - my name is Ash, and it's my joy to be on your preaching team here at 
St David's Church Exeter with St Michael’s Mt Dinham. 
 



How is it May already?! I feel like it was Christmas a minute ago! But two whole 
weeks ago we celebrated Easter, and our readings today continue the Easter season 
theme of records of the Resurrection, and accounts of conversion, like St Paul's. 
 

I want to say St Peter's, too: where Paul is converted from anti-Christian zeal to 
Christian zeal, Peter also goes from rejecting, or denying, Christ to being a great 
messenger for the truth of the Resurrection and its infinite significance. 
 

John beautifully details Peter's restoration as just one of the many things Jesus did, 
before John runs out of scroll and has to stop writing. Our reading's section started 
with the words, "After these things", and - if it helps to know - the "things" that had 
happened in the immediately preceding chapter of John's account include several 
other appearances of the risen Jesus to stunned early Christians, such as Mary 
Magdalene and "doubting Thomas".
 

John reiterates that he's writing his account "so that" his readers and listeners "may 
come to believe" – to be persuaded of the truth of his message, and to receive life on 
account of it.
 

I've shared with many of you before some of the details of my journey to belief in 
Jesus: I used to think that science had disproven God, and religion was a thing of the 
past. Until one transformative moment when I met a faithful latter-day Ananias called
Bernard. We met in a coffee shop, quite by chance, and he engaged me in 
conversation, listened to me, then totally surprised me by challenging me to look into 
Christianity. 
 

That was the very last thing on my radar, but there was something sincere to him that 
made me curious enough to do it. So, in my case, after eight months of serious study, 
I remember calling him on the phone to agree: it's true. The biblical and surrounding 
evidence is abundant and persuasive that Jesus was raised from the dead. 
 

Now, I know some people think that sharing the faith is the job of clergy or other 
Christian leaders. But we should remember that Peter, John, Mary and so on were all 
ordinary people who God used to tell others about his glorious deeds.
 

Similarly, throughout the epistles, Paul for example uses phrases like "we have this 
treasure", and "we have this ministry" - "we", not "I". I recommend Edward L. 
Smither’s great book, Mission in the Early Church, which makes the point that this is 
how the news of the Resurrection was passed from person to person: ordinary people 



telling others the incredible facts about Jesus as they went about their daily lives and 
business.
 

This is how it’s passed on today, as well: ordinary people sharing their belief and 
reasons for their belief with others. Indeed, current research shows that conversations 
about Jesus with friends and strangers are how most people nowadays become 
Christians.
 

About 67% of people in the UK know a Christian, but only 1% know a church leader.
So the majority of opportunities for these conversations are with Christians who 
aren’t church leaders.
 

I myself am evidence for this. I wouldn’t likely have met with a church leader, but 
someone I was chatting with in a coffee shop just invited me to explore Christian 
faith. 
 

[Year by year, the number of people attending church in this country is currently 
tanking. So we can't assume people will opt in to come and hear the Easter message, 
the amazing scriptural witness, that Jesus died and rose again.]
 

Happily, we have a lot of resources available to us right now to help. You can invite 
people to coffee and cake (on a Tuesday or Thursday at St David's or Wednesday at 
St Michael’s). No agenda needed for the conversation, just a nice place to meet, and 
introduce them to the space. Then while they're here, you can give them a copy of the
magazine. 
 

I did this with one of the school mums last term, just invited her to coffee, gave her a 
magazine, and now she's a regular and has joined the volunteering team. 
 

We also have a number of musical events you could invite friends and neighbours to: 
next Sunday at 4pm we have an acoustic session of music and conversation that will 
be a great time to bring friends to. And in a couple of weeks, we have the concert 
coming up on Saturday 14th for Jemima, which you can plug as a charity event, and 
bring friends to.
 

We also have specific resources coming up this week and for the next few weeks: 

Tuesdays starting this week (3rd May) we're running an Alpha/confirmation course at 
St David’s Church for anyone wanting to explore and confirm their faith in a 
supportive "no question is stupid" environment of welcome. So, this could be a space 



to come and wrestle with your own doubts and hear good reasons for faith, maybe 
indeed with a friend.
 

Then in a few weeks’ time, from 22nd May, Thrive is running a series called Living &
Telling on Sundays at 4. Living & Telling is designed to encourage and inspire 
anyone to help people encounter Jesus through everyday life, whatever your age, 
whether you are already confident talking about faith or whether you are really really 
reticent! It's an ecumenical, theologically robust and profoundly practical course, and 
everyone I know who has done it really rates it. You can find out more on this 
month's magazine, which is now available.
 

So, this Easter season, as we follow these Scriptures about the Resurrection and early 
Christians sharing their faith, let's hear this invitation to join them, and come along to
support the cafe space opportunities, music sessions, Alpha Confirmation course, and 
Living and Telling. Through them, I pray we all might be empowered like Mary, like 
Peter, like Paul, and all the early Christians to share our stories of faith, in our lives. 
Amen. 
Post-Communion Prayer

Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples

in the breaking of bread:

open the eyes of our faith,

that we may see him in all his redeeming work;

who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
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