
St David with St Michael and All Angels, Mount Dinham, Exeter

Newsletter for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, 15 May 2022
 
Dear Friends,
 

Welcome to worship on this Fifth Sunday of Eastertide.  
 

National Covid guidance has recently been updated in the Church of England so we 
will be discussing how to move forward, especially with the administration of Holy 
Communion in the coming weeks.  I hope that we will come to decision about the 
next steps at our PCC on Thursday this week.
 

Face coverings in church are now voluntary in church, as elsewhere.  But please keep
aware of social distancing and use hand sanitizer on entering the building.  We are 
delighted to be serving refreshments after our services and are grateful to those who 
are making this possible.  Please be patient, kind and respect the personal space of 
other people if they don’t wish to get too close!
 

Our services today are: 
 

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and preacher, 
Belinda Speed-Andrews (live-streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook page) 
11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant and preacher, Dominic Cyrus
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom, also on St David’s Church
Facebook Page – see details below
 

6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Nigel Guthrie
 

Services in church and online this week and next week 

 

Tuesday 17 May 9.30 – 9.55am Morning Prayer on Zoom.  Please join us on this 
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09
Meeting ID: 660 226 1392          Passcode: 196651

 

6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page) 
 

Wednesday 18 May, 9.30am Mattins and 10am Mass 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09


Thursday 19 May, 10.30am Holy Communion at St David’s Church
6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page) 
 

Friday 20 May, 9.30am Morning Prayer in St David’s Lady Chapel (live streamed on
St David’s Church Facebook page)
 

Sunday 22 May – Easter 6

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s Church with celebrant Belinda Speed-
Andrews and preacher, Nigel Guthrie (live streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook 
page)  
11am Sung Mass with procession for Rogation Sunday at St Michael’s with celebrant
and preacher, Ash Leighton Plom
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom 
 

6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Ian Cartwright
 

Covid-19 Safe for Public Worship

At St David’s we encourage people to wear face coverings to come forward to 
receive Holy Communion and then to consume the host after moving away from the 
altar rail. 
At St Michael’s the priest will distribute Holy Communion to people in their seats.

Please do not attend church if you are feeling ill or have tested positive for Covid. 
 

Tea Time Concert – Thanks 

Thank you to everyone who took part, helped with and supported the concert in aid of
Latin Link yesterday.  There was a great audience and the concert raised £396 for 
Latin Link, supporting one of our Exeter students, Jemima Firmin.  Jemima is doing a
placement with Latin Link in South America during the coming year. More 
information about this can be found in Jemima’s fundraising page here:
https://latinlink.org.uk/fundraiser-profile/jemima-firman/
 

Prayer Group
Do you like to pray? Would you like to be part of St David’s Pastoral Prayer Group?
During the Pandemic the Pastoral Visiting Team set up a WhatsApp group to 
facilitate phone contacts and prayer requests. It worked well. We would now like to 
open it up to others in the church who may want to join in this ministry. You are 
welcome. You’ll need to be on WhatsApp, and be strong on confidentiality! 
If interested please contact:- Howard Friend  07733739453

https://latinlink.org.uk/fundraiser-profile/jemima-firman/


 

Meeting postponed from 22 May

We had been hoping to hold an open meeting after church at St David’s on Sunday 

May 22nd about future plans for the churches that we have been developing with 

Belinda.  For several reasons this will have to be postponed, probably until early 

autumn.     
 

Welcome Course online – welcoming those released from prison into our 
churches
Over 6000 people, who actively practice a religion / faith in prison, are released each 
year but do not go on to join a Faith Community. This three-session course will help 
your faith community safely welcome and support them.   If your Faith Community 
doesn't have previous experience of working with prison leavers, or similar work, 
completing this course will give your Faith Community the eligibility to be listed in 
The Welcome Directory. This Directory is used by Prison Chaplains to provide 
information to prison-leavers about what Faith Communities will welcome them after
their release.
Run over three consecutive Thursdays: 9th, 16th and 23rd June 2022, 7.30pm-9pm.
Please contact Deborah Leighton Plom if you are interested on 
d.leightonplom@gmail.com
Outline and Aims of the Course:
Session 1 (9th June): Exploring the themes, ideas and information surrounding 
prison, imprisonment and release. This will increase your understanding of issues 
faced by prison-leavers, such as the consequences of a custodial sentence, and the 
difference that your support can make.
Session 2 (16th June): Meeting members of faith communities who have experience 
of worshipping inside prison. These first-hand stories will provides you with practical
ideas about how you can get to know prison leavers who attend your faith community
and work constructively with them.
Session 3 (23rd June): Exploring what faith communities can do to aid the 
rehabilitation of prison-leavers, along with considering issues such as safeguarding.
NOTE: You will need access to Microsoft Teams to access this training.
 

Begin Well Antenatal

The Right Reverend Jackie Searle, The Bishop of Crediton, invites you to help launch
our Begin Well antenatal classes. Begin Well is a charity which works with churches 
to provide antenatal classes. Its evidence-based course is hosted and run by local 
churches and offers parents-to-be the starting blocks for family life.  There are 
currently six churches running Begin Well in Devon. If you would like to help us 

mailto:d.leightonplom@gmail.com


offer this, please get in touch with Ash (07855305519, aescleal@gmail.com). Begin 
Well offer excellent training, course materials, policies, procedures, booking systems 
and ongoing support throughout.
 

Fairtrade Stall

There will be a Traidcraft stall in church on 29nd May, anyone wishing to make a 
pre-order of items from Traidcraft's Spring catalogue for delivery on 29nd May, 
should see Richard Featherstone after the service please. 
 

Parish Fête – Saturday 25 June 11.30am -2pm

The date of the Fête approaches.  Please collect some draw tickets to sell from 

church.  We will greatly appreciate donations of plants, jams, chutneys and cakes to 

sell on the day.  A list will soon appear in St David’s Church for you to offer help, if 

you can, with stalls or refreshments and with setting up and clearing away.  We also 

now have posters and handbills for distribution.  Many thanks for your help! 
 

Knit and Natter 

We will meet on Saturday 21st May from 10.30am until 12noon. All are welcome to 
knit, natter or learn!  Tea and coffee available.
 

Christian Aid Week

Unfortunately we are not able to hold a Big Breakfast this year but we will hold a 

collection for Christian Aid at St David’s Church after the 9.30am service next Sunday 

22nd May. 

 

Men’s Breakfast

The Men’s Breakfast will be going on tour around three venues!  Our next breakfast 

will be on Saturday 28thMay at 9.30am at the Imperial.  Please contact Nigel if you 
would like to be on a mailing list reminder for this.
 

St David’s Church opening times

After many years of general closure we are re- establishing regular opening times for 
St David’s Church, usually having the church open from 9.30am to 5pm from 
Monday to Friday.  So please do pop in if you are passing to pause and pray and to 
greet any visitors.  
 

Tuesday Friendship Café

mailto:aescleal@gmail.com


Please let your local friends know that we are open on Tuesday mornings from 
10.30am to 12noon as a drop-in for people to find a Christian welcome and 
company.  There are flyers available for you to take as invitations.  
Thank you to those who have already offered to help or to bake cakes.  There is a rota
at the back of church to sign up for the rest of May and June when you can help.  And
do just come along if you would like to and help us to welcome any visitors who 
come into church!   
 

Tea and Toast at St Michael’s Church

Tea and toast will be available at St Michael’s Church from 9-10am on Wednesdays 
this term.  Do come and join in if you are free!  
 

New Leaves – May Edition

The May edition of our Parish Magazine is now available in our churches.  Thank 
you to our contributors and to our editorial team for their hard work.  Please collect 
your copy and share with any friends who might be interested in our churches. 
 

Green Team

It is great to see the new fruit trees coming into bud, and we are hopeful that at least 
some of our bird boxes will be well used.  Please let us know if you spot any nesting 
activity in the churchyard!  The peregrines are nesting on the east side of St Michael’s
tower this year so unfortunately they can’t be seen by the webcam.
 

Phone Network and Home Communion

If you would like to be phoned by someone from the church community or know 
someone who would appreciate Communion at home, please let Nigel know 
at nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com or by ringing him on 01392 660226 or Ash on 
07855305519. 
 

St Michael’s services and prayers

If you would like to access the service details and prayer list for St Michael’s please 
contact Oliver Nicholson at virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com and he can add you to 
that weekly mailing.
 

Your Prayers are asked for…

those who are suffering including:
Charlotte, Paul and Grace; Maggs Bedford; Andrew Francis; James Ibbetson, Liz 
Rimmington; Anne Smith; Grace Tointon; Mary Tout; Pam Smith; Iris Sutton; Bessie 
Wilkins; Caroline, Cliff and Stephen, Andy, Avis, Becky, Kate, Debs and Rob

mailto:virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com
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Please remember those who have died recently including:
Jack Savage, John Phelps, Daniel Newman
 

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer:  The Youth Offenders Service.
 

Please also pray for:
the people of Ukraine and all those injured, bereaved and made homeless by the 
invasion;
refugees from Ukraine and elsewhere, and the response to their needs;
for peace negotiations between Russia and Ukraine to be productive;
those suffering in Afghanistan through lack of food and medical facilities and the 
young women being denied education;
the people of Somalia facing continued conflict and famine;
purposeful follow-up from the COP26 conference;
those being severely impacted by rising costs of living in this country;
those in the NHS trying to reduce the backlog of operations;
those suffering from Covid and long-Covid around the world. 
 

With every blessing, 
Nigel Guthrie
 

Prayers, Readings and Address for the Fifth Sunday of Easter, 15 May 2022
 

Collect 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
 

First Reading – Acts 11: 1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 
also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 
them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city 
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large 
sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close



to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and
birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But I 
replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.” But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made 
clean, you must not call profane.” This happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,
arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to 
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, 
and we entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give 
you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized 
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the 
same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could hinder God?’ When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 
saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 
  

Gospel - John 13: 31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him 
in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little 
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I 
am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’
 

Address by Belinda Speed-Andrews for 15th May 2022

 

Clichés abound when it comes to talking about change. "Change is not an event, it's 

a process." "Change is inevitable." "Change or die" - is often used in reference to 

organizations, and often in reference to the Church, and more particularly to 

congregations that are in decline. 

Regardless of its inevitability, few people like or welcome change. The majority of us 

like our routines that come over time. We read our newspaper (or news via the 

Internet) at the same time in the morning and drink our coffee out of that same mug

deeply stained with years of use. We have our rituals and routines that keep us on 

track and on time. We have our schedules so engrained, and how we operate so 



fine-tuned that the slightest changes throw off our morning and determine the 

quality of our day. The number of times I have forgotten to take my medication 

because I have eschewed my morning routine.

Routines provide a level of comfort and security. We know where to go and what to 

expect. The inevitability of change though means we have to make adjustments we 

are oftentimes not ready or not willing to make. The early Christians were having 

such a moment. They were accustomed to what they knew and when confronted 

with change, they too were resistant.

The early church was in the process of being formed. In the wake of the resurrection,

these followers of Christ were sticking to what they knew for living, even as they 

adjusted to the death of Jesus, the absence of his leadership, and sought to spread 

his teaching.

As followers of Jesus, they were Jews. They were well versed in the dietary laws. 

They knew what they were supposed to eat and drink. They knew who was welcome

and with whom they should not associate. They gathered regularly, kept to what 

they knew, and believed that the gospel, the Good News Jesus left for them to share,

was exclusively for them.

The text in Acts 11:1-18 is a retelling of Acts 10 from a different perspective. We 

learn of Peter's vision in Acts 10, his vision of heaven opening and a large sheet 

descending, lowered by its four corners (v.11). "In it were all kinds of four-footed 

creatures and reptiles and birds of the air" (v.12).

Peter is then invited to kill and eat (v.13). The vision comes to a hungry Peter as he 

prays in the middle of the day on a rooftop. It is there that Peter meets Cornelius.

According to the Jewish dietary laws, some of these animals were named "unclean" 

and should not be eaten if one was to maintain one's purity and holiness. The feast 

that is offered to a hungry Peter is a feast of which he thought he should not 

partake. The invitation for Peter to partake of these animals in his vision is a larger 

invitation for Peter to accept the invitation that arrives for him to visit the home of 

Cornelius.

There were rules for this too. In addition to restrictions on food, the law also 

stipulated who a Jew could share a meal with. The act of "breaking bread together" 

was a sacred moment. Sitting at table was a spiritual moment where God was 

present. A person therefore could not render that moment profane by eating with 

people who were considered unclean.



Jews could not share a meal at table, nor would they visit the home of an individual 

who was not observing the same dietary restrictions. The home would be unclean, 

so under the law Peter was not allowed to visit with Cornelius.

Under the law, Cornelius' kitchen would be unclean, so Peter should not be eating in 

Cornelius' home. These though are not the focus of contention that Peter has to deal

with. Instead it is Cornelius himself, a high-ranking Roman soldier, who was at the 

heart of the problem.

"When Peter came up to Jerusalem those who were of Jewish birth took issue with 

him. 'You have been visiting men who are uncircumcised,' they said, 'and sitting at 

the table with them!' Peter began by laying before them the facts as they had 

happened" (Acts 11:4).

The Jerusalem believers took issue with Peter's actions. "These objectors did not 

take issue with the baptism of Gentiles but with Peter's willingness to associate and 

eat with them. The intimacy and sacredness of "table fellowship" was the concern of

the community. There are some people that you do not eat with. Perhaps there are 

people that we exclude from the table albeit unwittingly? The reality of table 

fellowship is as much about Holy Communion as table, as it is about those with 

whom we break bread and share fellowship in our homes. The challenges of table 

fellowship occur in these two areas.

The problem the early church had with Peter's actions was not the baptism of 

Cornelius but commensality, the act of sharing your table with others. It is often hard

to do. Would we want to share table with the homeless who are not clean? Or even 

with people above us in class and status who we perhaps see as snooty, or even dare

I say it share with those who we see as beneath us, with dodgy table manners? 

So questions come to mind? What do our worship communities look like and who do

we extend hospitality to in our churches and in our homes? Are we willing to be 

transformed by those who we have yet to include?

We could all use more diversity of relationships in our lives. And if we did, are we 

willing to receive the transformation that happens as a result of that welcome of 

diversity? Or are we resting on rituals and relationships that we hold as sacred that 

have transfixed us in static realities rather than in the dynamic realities of 

transformation that promises to make our lives that much richer? I have recently had

an email conversation with the Archdeacon about us regularly offering signing for 

the deaf for our services. If we are honest and look around now at those sitting here 



this morning, how diverse are we? We may be diverse in our theological 

understandings, or in our professions, but how diverse could we be? What little 

changes could we make to be truly diverse?

God is doing a new thing.

In Acts 11:1-18, Peter is now in Jerusalem and he is re-telling the events of his time 

in Joppa and his encounter with Cornelius to justify his actions and to help the 

gathered community in Jerusalem come to a new understanding of life in Christ, and 

the reasons for what he did. "What is significant about this passage is that God is 

now doing something new and radical that seems to have caught both the disciples 

and other Jews by surprise" (Simone Sunghae Kim, Preaching God's Transforming 

Justice Year C).

These chapters are often received among us as "The Conversion of Cornelius and His 

Household." His entire household comes to know about Jesus. Their lives are 

transformed, they are converted to this new way of understanding Divine grace and 

presence by Peter. It is easy to see that these individuals hold a significant place in 

the life of the early church. The reception of the Gentiles is a big part of the story. 

But there is more that may be harder for us to accept. Yes, these chapters are about 

conversion, but they are more about a transformation that takes place across the life

of the Church. Peter and the entire Jerusalem church are converted to a new way of 

thinking as a result of Peter's vision and his visit to Cornelius' home.

What would transformation look like in the communities we serve? What would our 

own personal transformation look like as we critically examine our lives and 

communities? Do we ask the question: who is missing? Perhaps the deeper question

is: who are we excluding and what are the mechanisms, tools, rituals, language, and 

behaviours that we employ to ensure that they receive the coded messages that 

indicate they are not welcome - that we have named them unclean?

The result of Divine encounter is transformation, deep change that moves us to think

differently and live differently.

Transformation is through change that is dramatic in nature. When I think of 

transformation, the change of the life cycle of the butterfly comes to mind, 

significant change that is visible, and more often than not painful in the letting go of 

the comfort of the known and struggling with the uncertainty and process of 

change.



Transformation hinges on self-awareness and truth telling. How self-aware and 

truthful is the Church of England? Are we self-aware but not willing to let that 

transformation happen because it is too painful and it means letting go of long-held 

beliefs that no longer have a place in our faith communities? In the not letting go we 

are therefore willing to let good people be hurt, people whom God loves as much as 

he loves us. The reluctance to see ourselves as we are hinders the transformative 

work that is rooted in grace. The reluctance to name the places where we are 

deficient in our hospitality, whether that is racial, gender, age, sexual discrimination, 

and to own that we are aspirational and have much work to do in ourselves and in 

our community causes us to embrace a false narrative that forces God among us to 

the margins - unwelcome at the table; unclean.

The church leaders heard Peter's story of his transformation. They heard of the 

transformation of Cornelius and his household. It seems they finally got it. "When 

they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God saying, 'Then God has 

given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life'" (Acts 11:18). What a 

relief that they were now willing to receive the Gentiles among them.

God is full of surprises. Where will our surprises come and our knowledge of God's 

ways increase, so that we too may say "God has given even to…"?

 

Post-Communion Prayer

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
--
Prebendary Nigel Guthrie
95 Howell Road
Exeter EX4 4LH
nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com
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