
St David with St Michael and All Angels, Mount Dinham, Exeter

Newsletter for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 24 July 2022
 
Dear Friends,
 

Today, in our first reading, we hear an extraordinary conversation between Abraham 
and God.  Abraham perseveres in asking God to be just and merciful, and step by step
God agrees to spare almost all the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah.  Today’s 
collect reminds us that God’s promises are ‘more than we can desire’, so we can 
never ask too much of God.  Perhaps we often ask for too little?
 

We are now offering the chalice again at both of our churches.  At St David’s two 
chalice bearers will stand on either side of the celebrant distributing the bread.  At St 
Michael’s bread and wine will be distributed at the high altar where we would 
suggest keeping a reasonable distance when kneeling at the rail.  Please note that no 
one is expected to receive from the chalice, but it is there for those who wish to do 
so.    
 

Our services today are: 
 

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and preacher, 
Ash Leighton Plom (live-streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook page) 
11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant and preacher, Ash Leighton Plom
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom, also on St David’s Church
Facebook Page. 
 

6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Nigel Guthrie
 

Services in church and online this week 
 

Tuesday 26 July, 9.30 – 9.55am Morning Prayer on Zoom.  Please join us on this 
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09
Meeting ID: 660 226 1392          Passcode: 196651

 

6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page) 
 

Wednesday 27 July, 10am Mattins and 10.30am Mass 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09


 

Thursday 28 July, 10.30am Holy Communion at St David’s Church
 

6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page)
 

Friday 29 July, 9.30am Morning Prayer in St David’s Lady Chapel (live streamed on
St David’s Church Facebook page)
 

Sunday 31 July – Trinity 7

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s Church with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and 
preacher, Bill Pattinson (live streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook page)  
 

11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and preacher, Ash 
Leighton Plom
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom – Living and Telling 
Course
 

6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Robert Mitchell
 

Parish Meeting with Archdeacon Andrew Beane about future patterns of ministry
 

Thank you to everyone who came to the Parish Meeting on Wednesday with 
Archdeacon Andrew Beane.  I appreciate your attendance and contributions and your 
willingness to listen to others.  
 

Even though the meeting had difficult moments and the decision of the Archdeacon 
was hard for some of us to hear, it is best that we know what lies ahead and can plan 
for it.  For those of you who weren’t there it became clear that the Archdeacon will 
instruct the PCC to resolve that the ministry of women priests will be fully exercised 
at both of our churches.  This will almost certainly happen at our autumn PCC 
meeting.  This is because the current process has revealed that (as one parish) we 
can’t properly carry on with the present informal arrangement whereby sacramental 
ministry by women priests is not exercised at St Michael’s.  All those licensed within 
the parish are equally (and legally) authorised to serve at both churches.  In practice, 
of course, while Ash and I are in post it is likely that Mass at St Michael’s will often 
be celebrated by a male priest, which I hope will help to facilitate the transition to an 
inclusive ministry in both churches.  Nevertheless, from the time of the resolution 
being passed female priests will be able to exercise their ministry fully at St 



Michael’s.  I appreciate that this will be very hard for some regular worshippers at St 
Michael’s and Ash, Howard and I would like it to be known that are ready and listen 
and pray with any parishioners who feel pained by this development.  But equally I 
know that other worshippers at St Michael’s will accept this development as the only 
realistic way of moving forward together as a parish.
 

It was acknowledged that the issue of women priests is far from the only difficulty 
that has caused tension and pain over the years and it was suggested at the meeting 
that an externally facilitated process of reconciliation should be undertaken with our 
parish so that we might be able to move forward together with greater trust and 
confidence than at present.  I have asked the Archdeacon to propose a way forward 
with that process.
 

Painful though I know this will be I hope and pray that it will ultimately be a step 

towards securing a good future for this parish and I strongly feel that this is best 

tackled while I am in post so that it doesn’t hit the parish as a surprise during the 

next vacancy.  I commend this process to your prayers and would ask you to hold in 

your prayers especially those who are finding this development very hard to accept.
 

Help with Magazine Advertising

Thank you to a kind volunteer who had generously agreed to take this on!
 

Prayer after Church

Prayer will be offered by members of our prayer team in the Lady Chapel after the 

9.30am service today at St David’s Church.
 

If you would like to pray with others after the 9.30am service at St David’s please 

have a word with Ash Leighton Plom.  This role requires some pastoral and 

safeguarding training unless you are already a pastoral visitor.
 

‘Living and Telling’ at Thrive

Living & Telling will be running at Thrive on Sundays at 4pm from 22nd May - 31st 
July at St David's Church. Join acclaimed speakers including Sarah Yardley 
(Creationfest), Paul Friend (SWYM) and Tim Moyler (Agapé UK) for Living & 
Telling. The course will encourage and inspire you to help people discover Jesus 
through every day life. It is for every Christian, whether you are already confident or 
are reticent to talk about faith, whether you're 16 or 116! It is ecumenical, 
theologically robust and intensely practical. It will help you be faithful to Jesus, 
living his commandment to tell others about him and to make new disciples. 



 

Adult Confirmation Group
Ash is running a youth Alpha confirmation group but if there are other adults who 
would like to be confirmed then Nigel would be happy to run a short course for 
them.  Please have a word with Nigel if you would be interested in learning more 
about the Christian faith and what confirmation means.
 

Parish Lunch – Summer Dates
While the College Restaurant is closed Parish Lunch will continue at other venues.  

On 18th August it will be at The Farmers’ Union.  Do look out for the sign-up sheets 
and join us if you can.
 

Knit and Natter 

We will meet on Saturday 30 July at the Imperial and you are very welcome whether 
you would like to knit or just natter – or both, of course!  There won’t be a meeting in
August.
 

Men’s Breakfast

The next Men’s Breakfast will be at Boston Tea Party on 30 July starting at 9am.  
Please contact Nigel if you would like to be on a mailing list reminder for this.
 

Prayer walking and leafletting 
As some of you know, Ash and a team of volunteers combine prayer walking the city 
around our churches with leafleting through doors to promote our services, events, 
and ministries. If you can join this work, whether to grow in prayer, fitness, or 
confidence sharing about church, please get in touch with Ash 
on aescleal@gmail.com or 07855 305519 
 

St David’s Church opening times

After many years of general closure we are usually having the church open from 
9.30am to 5pm on Monday to Friday.  So please do pop in if you are passing to pause 
and pray and to greet any visitors.  
 

Tuesday Friendship Café

Please let your local friends know that St David’s Church is now open on Tuesday 
mornings from 10.30am to 12noon as a drop-in for people to find a Christian 
welcome and company.  There are flyers available for you to take as 
invitations.  Thank you to those who have already offered to help or to bake cakes.  
There is a rota at the back of church to sign up for July and August when you can 

mailto:aescleal@gmail.com


help.  And do just come along if you would like to and help us to welcome any 
visitors who come into church!   
 

We are hoping to welcome families to our café during the summer holidays and 

would be grateful for any long-lead-time cakes and snacks you can donate during 

this time that would be enjoyed by children.  Thank you.
 

Tea and Toast at St Michael’s Church

The final ‘Tea and toast’ for this term will be on Wednesday at St Michael’s Church 
from 9-10am on Wednesdays this term.  Please invite any local friends to come and 
join in.  This is followed by 10am Mattins and 10.30am Mass.
 

New Leaves – July Edition

The July/August edition of our Parish Magazine is now available in our churches.  
Thank you to our contributors and to our editorial team for their hard work.  Please 
collect your copy and share with any friends who might be interested in our 
churches. 
 

Concert with ISCA Voices

We are delighted that ISCA Voices have agreed to come and give a concert at St 

David’s Church on Saturday 3rd September at 3pm.  The singers are all former girl 

choristers of Exeter Cathedral so the singing will be wonderful!  The concert is in aid 

of St David’s Church funds and tickets will be available from Tina Guthrie from this 

weekend price £10 including a cream tea organised by the social committee.  

Children are welcome to attend free.  Please take a poster to display if you can.
 

Green Team

We now have posters and leaflets available for our Green Event on Saturday 24 
September; do please take and share!
 

Green Links from Exeter Diocese July 2022
 

·      A volunteer opportunity! Support for DEFAN        (Devon Earth & Faith   
Network)

            Does anyone know a young Christian (under 30) who would like to      
facilitate a workshop or deliver a presentation at the 18th September     Interfaith 
Creation event? Please             
contact defandevon@gmail.com or lizknightbridge@hotmail.com so we can            
explain in more detail what we are looking for. 

mailto:lizknightbridge@hotmail.com
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·      Recordings of the recent Land and Nature webinar series are now available 
here: Webinars on land and nature, for Churches Count on Nature | The Church
of England

            There is also a single YouTube playlist of the 2021 and 2022 videos      
here: land and nature webinars - YouTube
 

            Particularly recommended are:
·    the one by Helen Stephens on Eco Church Land, which will help 

churches wondering where to start with the Land section,
·    the one by Caring for Gods Acre on "Blooming and Beautiful", which 

covers the practicalities of managing grass to encourage wildflowers. 
·    the one by Pete Brotherton on "Becoming Nature Positive -  tackling the

joint crises of biodiversity loss and climate change".  This one gives you 
the big picture, covers both this year's COPs, and links these issues to 
action the Church could take.

·    the one by the Church Commissioners on how they are managing their 
rural estate for climate and nature. 

                        You'll also find oceans, trees, bats, urban wildlife, growing food to
grow mission, biological recording, and Nature Recovery Networks.                        
All the speakers generously gave their time for free.
https://anglican.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=f4dded5f125fac48fca5b0527&id=b8cdaab005&e=3b6e22efb4

·      The Great British Beach Clean is happening 16th-25th September. Why
not find an event happening near you, or set up your own and help 
maintain our beautiful coastline. Next time you are at the beach, could 
you try a #2minutebeachclean?  

 

Phone Network and Home Communion

If you would like to be phoned by someone from the church community or know 
someone who would appreciate Communion at home, please let Nigel know 
at nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com or by ringing him on 01392 660226 or Ash on 
07855305519. 
 

St Michael’s services and prayers

If you would like to access the service details and prayer list for St Michael’s please 
contact Oliver Nicholson at virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com and he can add you to 
that weekly mailing.
 

Your Prayers are asked for…

mailto:virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com
mailto:nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com
https://anglican.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4dded5f125fac48fca5b0527&id=d6888ac68e&e=3b6e22efb4
https://anglican.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4dded5f125fac48fca5b0527&id=b8cdaab005&e=3b6e22efb4
https://anglican.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4dded5f125fac48fca5b0527&id=b8cdaab005&e=3b6e22efb4
https://anglican.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f4dded5f125fac48fca5b0527&id=b8cdaab005&e=3b6e22efb4
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLcc_HT5TeqjpwXmnMDjMyC1-dbeZPCJOK
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-land-and-nature-churches-count-nature
https://www.churchofengland.org/about/environment-and-climate-change/webinars-land-and-nature-churches-count-nature


those who are suffering including:
Charlotte, Paul and Grace; Maggs Bedford; Andrew Francis; James Ibbetson; Liz 
Rimmington; Margaret Roberts; Anne Smith; Grace Tointon; Mary Tout; Pam Smith; 
Bessie Wilkins; Kate, Ursula, Owen, Justin and Martin, David (in hospital), 
Magdalena, Rebecca and Betsy, David (thanksgiving for a job offer)  
 

Please remember those who have died recently including:
Meg Mitchell, Mary Evans
 

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer:  

The Almshouses in New North Road and Mount Dinham and all Housing 

Associations and Trusts providing accommodation in the parish

            All those making pilgrimage

Those coming to terms with the outcome of our parish meeting last week.
 

Please also pray for:
all school leavers and those who have recently graduated;
young people and adults preparing for confirmation in the parish;
for the process of choosing a new leader of the Conservative party and Prime 
Minister, that those involved may keep in mind the needs of the whole country;
the people of Ukraine and all those injured, bereaved and made homeless by the 
invasion;  for Ukrainians settling in this country and their hosts; for the grain export 
deal between between Ukraine and Russia to be upheld;
the rebuilding of national life in Sri Lanka after the economic and political collapse 
of the country;
decisive action to be taken to tackle the causes of climate change and to mitigate its 
effects;
those suffering due to the rising costs of living in this country; 
Exeter Food Bank and those providing help for people living in hardship;
those in the NHS trying to reduce the backlog of operations;
those suffering from Covid and long-Covid around the world. 
 

With every blessing, 
Nigel Guthrie
 

Prayers, Readings and Address for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 24 July 2022
 

Collect 

Merciful God,



you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises,
which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
 

First Reading – Genesis 18: 20-32

Then the Lord said, ‘How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how 
very grave their sin! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.’
So the men turned from there, and went towards Sodom, while Abraham remained 
standing before the Lord. Then Abraham came near and said, ‘Will you indeed sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are 
in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so 
that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do what is just?’ And the Lord said, ‘If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the
city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.’Abraham answered, ‘Let me take it 
upon myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. Suppose five of the 
fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?’ And he 
said, ‘I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.’ Again he spoke to him, ‘Suppose 
forty are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of forty I will not do it.’ Then he 
said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.’ He 
answered, ‘I will not do it, if I find thirty there.’ He said, ‘Let me take it upon myself 
to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of 
twenty I will not destroy it.’ Then he said, ‘Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak 
just once more. Suppose ten are found there.’ He answered, ‘For the sake of ten I will 
not destroy it.’
Gospel – Luke 11: 1-13

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said 
to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.’He said to them, ‘When 
you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name.
   Your kingdom come. 



   Give us each day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our sins,
     for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
   And do not bring us to the time of trial.’
And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 

midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine

has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” And he answers from within, “Do 

not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in 

bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” I tell you, even though he will not get up

and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he 

will get up and give him whatever he needs.

‘So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and 

the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 

searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there 

anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 

fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 

Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’

Address by Ash Leighton Plom for 24th July 2022 at St David’s Church
 

Prayer: Lord, by your grace help us persevere in bold and faithful prayer, and in your 
commission to each of us to teach others your ways. Amen.
 

I want to look at two things this morning, principally grace and prayer, because our 
first reading was actually all about grace, and both the readings teach us about prayer,
and to persevere in prayer. 
 

Let’s address the Genesis reading mainly, because that one might seem a little 
problematic, and I want to consider that. To 21st Century Western sensibilities, 
readings like that section of Genesis can seem shocking – but the irony is the original 
audience would actually have felt shock and amazement for essentially the opposite 
reasons to us, because of our respective cultures.
 

Pagan people in the Ancient Near East generally didn’t have a concept of God as 
loving and merciful, but rather accepted that gods were distant, or punitive, or 
capricious, and either thwarted humans for failing to worship them well enough, or 
just didn’t care when they accidently destroyed our cities, crops, families, and so on 
in the course of their wars and backstabbings, because they just weren’t really 
mindful of humans.



 

So, the shock of this passage, like so much of Genesis, is actually that God cares 
enough about victims to seek justice, rather than exhibiting the chaotic capricious 
behaviour of pagan gods. And even more, that he cares enough about people to 
consult with us and invite us into his counsel and listen to our feelings.
 

You might share something like that the next time someone asks you if the God of the
New Testament and the Old Testament are different gods. I had a conversation with 
one of the dads at the school-run breakfast drop-in about this recently as he'd been 
impressed to find that commands like, “act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly” are 
from the Old Testament, which shows God's goodness and mercy in the Old 
Testament. I pointed out that throwing tables over to chase off greedily corrupt 
money-grubbers is also the sort of thing we see Jesus doing, so God in the New 
Testament isn’t always meek and mild, but active in his pursuit of justice.
 

The reading from Genesis can be used as an example of this, then, as it shows God 
surprising cultural expectations at the time by caring about justice, caring about 
mercy, caring about humans.
 

We don’t know exactly what the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was, but we do know 
the outcry of their victims was “very great”, and that this provoked God to action.
 

I love the little details like where it says he will “go down and see” (Gen. 18.21), not 
as if there’s anything God doesn’t see, but again in reply to voices in the culture that 
said God or the gods were blind to injustice. Scriptures like this are a dialogue against
that allegation, asserting instead that he cares enough to see. It also shows his actions 
are based on knowledge, and not arbitrary, so the text is responding to criticisms 
about God or the gods as being unjust and arbitrary.
 

In an Ancient Near East context, this is amazing, to suggest that God is like a just 
judge who investigates and decides with care and diligence. It also sets a standard for 
kings and judges, who at the time generally thought laws existed mainly to keep them
in power, rather than for the protection of victims.
 

It would be amazing, too, for the original audience, that God would disclose his plans
to a human, in this case Abraham, and allow him to be his counsellor. We’re so used 
to these concepts now that they don’t shock us, but the scripture was literally 
introducing these concepts to society and they were a shock.
 



Phenomenally, God consults with Abraham because, improbably, they’re friends, also
an unheard of concept in the Ancient Near East. God even gives Abraham the job of 
teaching his ways to others - in verse 19 God says of Abraham “he will direct” others.
We share in these privileges and responsibilities – of friendship with God, and 
introducing others to him and his ways.
 

This is amazing grace.
 

Now on to prayer: Abraham prays with deep humility. He seems to have a profound 
sense of his unworthiness, a mere human before an awesome God, very much in 
keeping with his Ancient Near East culture, saying things like “though I am nothing 
but dust” (Gen. 18.27). And yet, he shows this awesome confidence to draw near with
faith, in assurance of this friendship with God. Proverbs 15.8 even says our prayers 
“please” God. But I think Abraham prays in the assurance of God’s goodness, too. He
says, “the Judge of the earth will do right”. This is the key revelation the passage is 
proclaiming: God does what is right, unlike the flighty or violent gods of surrounding
pagan culture. 
 

Abraham thus prays with grace-filled charity: no doubt he recognised with God that 
the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was very great, but he asks God’s grace for them. As 
bad as they were, he sought the best for them. So we too can boldly approach the 
throne of grace, no matter our sins, and this friendship God offers is wondrously 
available (c.f. e.g. 2 Sam. 7.18).
 

Post-Communion Prayer

God of our pilgrimage,
you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us
as we go forward on our journey,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
--
Prebendary Nigel Guthrie
95 Howell Road
Exeter EX4 4LH
nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com
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