
St David with St Michael and All Angels, Mount Dinham, Exeter

Newsletter for the Second Sunday after Trinity, 26 June 2022
 
Dear Friends,
 

Our readings challenge us today not to look back when we follow God but to go 
forward trustfully with God, as disciples of Jesus.
 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Parish Fête and for helping to make it such
a happy and positive occasion.  Particular thanks to those who helped to organise the 
fête in its many aspects and who set up and cleared up afterwards. 
 

Last week the clergy of Exeter Diocese met for their conference at the Royal 
Agricultural University at Cirencester.  We had some excellent speakers including 
Baroness Helena Kennedy.  An excellent account of her talk by Dean Jonathan 
Greener (published in Cathedral News) is included below.  I was coordinating the 
worship and music which all went well – I’m glad to say!  We were blessed with fine 
weather and there was a sense of relief and joy at being able to meet together after 
such a long time.  But, as with people from all walks of life, it is clear that the past 
two years have taken quite a toll on some colleagues.  
 

We are now offering the chalice again at both of our churches from this Sunday.  At 
St David’s there will be two standing chalice bearers on either side of the celebrant 
who is distributing the bread.  At St Michael’s we will return to offering the bread and
wine at the high altar.  Please note that no one is expected to receive from the chalice,
but it is there for those who wish to do so.  As always, the fulness of Holy 
Communion can be received in one kind only.
 

Our services today are: 
 

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s with celebrant, Ash Leighton Plom and 
preacher, Howard Friend (live-streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook page) 
11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and preacher, Howard 
Friend
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom, also on St David’s Church
Facebook Page. 
 

6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Nigel Guthrie



 

Services in church and online this week 
 

Tuesday 28 June, 9.30 – 9.55am Morning Prayer on Zoom.  Please join us on this 
link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09
Meeting ID: 660 226 1392          Passcode: 196651

 

6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page) 
 

Wednesday 29 June, St Peter and St Paul, Apostles 
10am Mattins and 10.30am Mass 
 

Thursday 30 June, 10.30am Holy Communion at St David’s Church
 

6pm Sung Vespers at St Michael’s (live streamed on Friends of St Michael’s 
Facebook Page)
 

Friday 1 July, 9.30am Morning Prayer in St David’s Lady Chapel (live streamed on 
St David’s Church Facebook page)
 

Sunday 3 July – Trinity 3

9.30am Parish Communion at St David’s Church with celebrant, Nigel Guthrie and 
preacher, Belinda Speed-Andrews (live streamed on St David’s Exeter Facebook 
page)  
11am Sung Mass at St Michael’s with celebrant and preacher, Ash Leighton Plom
 

4pm Thrive at St David’s Church with Ash Leighton Plom – Living and Telling 
Course
 

6pm Choral Evensong and Benediction at St Michael’s Church led by Nigel Guthrie
6pm Evening Prayer at St David’s Church led by Ian Cartwright
 

Prayer after Church

If you would be willing to pray with others after the 9.30am service at St David’s 

please have a word with Ash Leighton Plom.  This role requires some pastoral and 

safeguarding training unless you are already a pastoral visitor.
 

‘Living and Telling’ at Thrive

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6602261392?pwd=VzdOaU1XUFBjWk9jV0xvMDZWajZBQT09


Living & Telling will be running at Thrive on Sundays at 4pm from 22nd May - 31st 
July at St David's Church. Join acclaimed speakers including Sarah Yardley 
(Creationfest), Paul Friend (SWYM) and Tim Moyler (Agapé UK) for Living & 
Telling. The course will encourage and inspire you to help people discover Jesus 
through every day life. It is for every Christian, whether you are already confident or 
are reticent to talk about faith, whether you're 16 or 116! It is ecumenical, 
theologically robust and intensely practical. It will help you be faithful to Jesus, 
living his commandment to tell others about him and to make new disciples. 
 

Adult Confirmation Group
Ash is running a youth Alpha confirmation group but if there are other adults who 
would like to be confirmed then Nigel would be happy to run a short course for 
them.  Please have a word with Nigel if you would be interested in learning more 
about the Christian faith and what confirmation means.
 

Knit and Natter 

Thank you to all who came yesterday.
 

Men’s Breakfast

The next Men’s Breakfast will be at Boston Tea Party on 30 July starting at 9am.  
Please contact Nigel if you would like to be on a mailing list reminder for this.
 

Meeting with Archdeacon Andrew Beane

Andrew has now written to the PCC inviting us all to a meeting at St Michael’s 

Church on Wednesday 20 July at 7.30pm.  He will speak about the possible ways 

forward following his proposals last autumn and subsequent survey of views of the 

St Michael’s Church Community.  Please do come if you can to join in this important 

consultation. 
 

Iris Sutton – Funeral Tuesday 28th June, 10.30am

Members of St David’s Church will be very sorry to hear of the death of Iris Sutton 

last week just a few days after her 90th birthday.  Iris played a great part in our 

church community and, with her keen interest in history, acted as our church 

archivist.  If you would like to make a cake for after the service or help to serve out 

refreshments, please have word with Glynis.
 

Clergy Conference



Dean Jonathan Greener offered this account of the inspiring address of Baroness 
Kennedy as part of his write-up of the conference and has given permission for me to 
share it with you.
The train strike prevented Baroness Helena Kennedy QC from coming to Cirencester 
in person. Instead, she inspired, challenged and moved the clergy of Exeter Diocese 
via the miracle of Zoom. Alongside her role in the House of Lords, she is a barrister 
who has spent her professional life giving voice to those who have least power within
the system, championing civil liberties and promoting human rights. She describes 
herself as a protestant Roman Catholic, whose faith, learned from her parents in 
sectarian Glasgow, has played a key role in shaping her life and work, but who 
willingly protests against those things her Church has got wrong. Here are just four of
the many themes that stand out for me from an extraordinarily impassioned and 
moving address:

• Peace is not simply the absence of conflict: there cannot be peace without 
justice

• Justice has to be for an individual, recognising how each of our lives is 
different – treating as equal those who are unequal does not bring equality and 
does not secure justice

• The vocation of the Church is to talk to people about what their faith really 
means – in a society that is being divided by dishonesty and the pursuit of 
money

• Every one of us can make a difference, and find a place to challenge unfairness
in the world. We each have to work out our best way of using our skills. We 
have to be courageous. People of faith cannot be bystanders.

Domestic Abuse Safeguarding Training
The Diocesan Safeguarding Team will be delivering four face-to-face ‘Domestic 
Abuse’ seminars, one for each Archdeaconry, later in the year.  One of these, on 
Thursday 6 October, is being run at St David’s Church so would be especially 
convenient.  But if you can’t do that date the others are listed on the booking 
system.   
 

The seminars aim to equip participants to engage thoughtfully and proactively with 
the issue of domestic abuse and those affected. Seminar attendees will be deemed to 
have completed the Domestic Abuse safeguarding training and will be issued with 
certificates accordingly. 
 

To view the dates and venues available, and to book your place, please use the 
safeguarding online booking form. Please note that places are limited and offered on 
a ‘first come/first served’ basis.  There is no charge.

https://exeter.anglican.org/resources/safeguarding/safeguarding-training-online-booking-form/


 

Prayer walking and leafletting 
As some of you know, Ash and a team of volunteers combine prayer walking the city 
around our churches with leafleting through doors to promote our services, events, 
and ministries. If you can join this work, whether to grow in prayer, fitness, or 
confidence sharing about church, please get in touch with Ash 
on aescleal@gmail.com or 07855 305519 
 

St David’s Church opening times

After many years of general closure we are re- establishing regular opening times for 
St David’s Church, usually having the church open from 9.30am to 5pm from 
Monday to Friday.  So please do pop in if you are passing to pause and pray and to 
greet any visitors.  
 

Tuesday Friendship Café

Please let your local friends know that St David’s Church is now open on Tuesday 
mornings from 10.30am to 12noon as a drop-in for people to find a Christian 
welcome and company.  There are flyers available for you to take as 
invitations.  Thank you to those who have already offered to help or to bake cakes.  
There is a rota at the back of church to sign up for July and August when you can 
help.  And do just come along if you would like to and help us to welcome any 
visitors who come into church!   
 

Tea and Toast at St Michael’s Church

Tea and toast will usually be available at St Michael’s Church from 9-10am on 
Wednesdays this term.  Once again, please invite any local friends to come and join 
in.  This if=s followed by 10am Mattins and 10.30am Mass.
 

New Leaves – June Edition

The June edition of our Parish Magazine is now available in our churches.  Thank 
you to our contributors and to our editorial team for their hard work.  Please collect 
your copy and share with any friends who might be interested in our churches. 
 

Green Team

It was good to welcome all three of our St David’s Councillors to our parish Fête.  
Our flourishing young fruit trees were much admired.  We now have posters and 
leaflets available for our Green Event on Saturday 24 September; do please take and 
share!
 

Phone Network and Home Communion

mailto:aescleal@gmail.com


If you would like to be phoned by someone from the church community or know 
someone who would appreciate Communion at home, please let Nigel know 
at nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com or by ringing him on 01392 660226 or Ash on 
07855305519. 
 

St Michael’s services and prayers

If you would like to access the service details and prayer list for St Michael’s please 
contact Oliver Nicholson at virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com and he can add you to 
that weekly mailing.
 

Your Prayers are asked for…

those who are suffering including:
Charlotte, Paul and Grace; Maggs Bedford; Andrew Francis; James Ibbetson, Liz 
Rimmington; Margaret Roberts; Anne Smith; Grace Tointon; Mary Tout; Charlotte 
Townsend; Pam Smith; Bessie Wilkins; Caroline, Cliff and Stephen, Andy, Avis, 
Becky, Kate, Ursula
 

Please remember those who have died recently including:
Iris Sutton, Enis Johns
 

In the Parish Cycle of Prayer:  Refugee Support Devon, the hostels for Asylum 

seekers on St David’s Hill.  Those welcoming Ukrainian refugees in Devon.
 

Please also pray for:
with thanksgiving for our Parish Fête; 
young people and adults preparing for confirmation in the parish;
integrity and good standards to be maintained in our national life;
the people of Ukraine and all those injured, bereaved and made homeless by the 
invasion;
those suffering in Afghanistan through lack of food and medical facilities, the young 
women being denied education and those who have lost homes and loved ones in the 
recent earthquake;
those being most impacted by climate change around the world;
purposeful follow-up from the COP26 conference;
those being severely impacted by rising costs of living in this country; 
Exeter Food Bank and those providing help for people living in hardship;
those in the NHS trying to reduce the backlog of operations;
those suffering from Covid and long-Covid around the world. 
 

mailto:virtualsaintmichaels@gmail.com
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With every blessing, 
Nigel Guthrie
 

Prayers, Readings and Address for Trinity 2, 26 June 2022

Collect 
 

Lord, you have taught us
that all our doings without love are nothing worth:
send your Holy Spirit
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love,
the true bond of peace and of all virtues,
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you.
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ’s sake,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.
 

First Reading – 1 Kings 19: 15-16 & 19-end

Then the Lord said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.Also you shall anoint 
Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of 
Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.
So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was ploughing. There
were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by
him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, ‘Let 
me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.’ Then Elijah said to 
him, ‘Go back again; for what have I done to you?’ He returned from following him, 
took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he 
boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and 
followed Elijah, and became his servant.
 

Gospel - Luke 9: 51 - end

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village 
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his 
face was set towards Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 
‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them?’ But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.



As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever 

you go.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ To another he said, ‘Follow me.’ But he 

said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead 

bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ Another 

said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for the 

kingdom of God.’

Address by Howard Friend for 26th June 2022 
 

Readings: 1 Kings 19: 15-16 & 19 -end; Luke 9: 51 - end

Remind me please what Kirsty and Phil say are the three most important 
considerations when buying or selling a house?
Location, Location, Location
That’s right.
Location. 
 

Location – or more accurately, geographical context, is what came to my mind as I 
re-read I Kings and this interesting tale of Elijah - post Mount Carmel.
Because it’s impossible to understand the meaning here and in particular the central 
question asked by God of Elijah,
What are you doing here?
unless you grasp the sense of where it all happened – and to a certain extent – in what
sequence.
 

Where then does it all start?  Well – our reading started with Elijah feeling v sorry for
himself, under a Broom Bush, a days journey south  Beersheba, the southern most 
city of Judah.
 

But that’s not the beginning location of this story. 
A bit like the proverbial Devon farmer, you know the story I’m sure - the one where a
tourist gets lost (this was pre- Google maps)  - comes across an old farmer leaning 
over a gate admiring his cows. You got the picture? And the tourist  says, ‘I say – can 
you tell me the way to London. The farmer has a long think - then answers, Well 
maister, if I was gwain to Lundun I wouldn’t be starting yer.
 



Which is a rather long winded way of saying - If we want to understand why we find 
Elijah feeling v sorry for himself - under a Bush - south of  Beersheba – we have to 
go back a bit.
 

Truth is - he was running for his life. He was being pursued by Queen Jezabel's 
henchmen. She was not at all pleased that he / Elijah had  slaughtered 400 or so of her
prophets of Baal up on Mount Carmel, in northern Israel. 
Our lectionary wallahs tactfully omit this bit of 1 Kings, possibly because it might 
offend our modern sensibilities.
 

Anyway - my point is - Elijah had done a pretty good job of fleeing his enemy. 
Beersheba is about 200km south of Mount Carmel, a good week’s journey on foot in 
that heat.
There - under that bush – God provides for him in a miraculous way. Food for his 
journey. 
 

BUT – and it’s a big BUT. Elijah doesn’t go on the journey God had intended for him
- back up again to northern Israel where he was due to Crown a couple of Kings and 
annoint his successor, Elisha. We found this important detail at the end of our 
reading.
On the contrary- he / Elijah continued to flee south to Mount Horeb, another 400km 
due south - a couple of weeks walking at least – away from his responsibilities. 
And that’s where we find him hiding in a cave.
And that’s where we get to the nub of this sermon.
Twice  (twice)  God asks Elijah: 
What are you doing here?
 

Now – here’s a little aside – that question takes me back to my school days – and an 
unfortunate incident when my friend and I were caught smoking behind the bike 
sheds.
What are you doing here Friend – rings very clearly in my ears (across the years).
In retrospect I shouldn’t have answered - 
Isn’t that pretty obvious Sir? 
Then I wouldn’t have incurred a double detention.
One learns from one’s mistakes.
However - my point is - Elijah was almost as challenging in his answer.
What are you doing here Elijah? God asks.
His answer was akin to those garbled, impossibly fast, Terms and Conditions for the 
adverts for washing machines or whatever that plague Classic FM and the Telly:



‘I have been very zealous for the Lord God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected 
your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. 
I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.’
And so uptight is he, thinking he’s the only person doing God’s work around here, 
that when God asks again:- 
What are you doing here Elijah? – he spews the whole lot out again.
 

Now I’m not going to enlarge on the Earthquake, Fire and Wind bit of this chapter – 
you may or may not be pleased to hear – keeping appropriately silent on those 
manifestations of God’s power to Elijah - and instead stick to my Location theme.
 

God tells him after the silence – that there are at least 7000 others who haven’t bowed
the knee to Baal – and would he please go north again and do what he had originally 
been asked to do. 
Of course the more truthful answer to the big question God asked Elijah was:
I was afraid to do what you wanted me to do Lord. So I did a runner.
One has a lot of sympathy for Elijah, God had asked him to stay in the north of Israel 
where he was at risk of capture by Jezebel’s troops.
However:- 
I wonder how you or I would answer that same question?
What are you doing here?
If we believe - as we do - that the Spirit of God indwells every believer - and prompts
every seeker – each of us should ponder that  question and look for an answer. 
And if you’re tempted - like Elijah - to roll off a litany of achievements and woes 
such as:-
Oh Lord you know I’ve sat on the PCC for ever, single handledly organised the 
church fête this year, sing in the choir, bake cakes for the  cafe, am on the welcome 
team, I even sit on Deanery synod – Lord. Nobody else will do it! 
Remember - God has heard it all before.  
 

BTW – there’s nothing wrong with serving God by sitting on the PCC or Deanery 
Synod. Let me get that in - before I get a yellow card.
But perhaps we should ask ourselves again:- 
What does God want me to do – and where. 
There is a place for sitting in silence and asking :-  
What am I doing here?
 

Post-Communion Prayer

Loving Father, we thank you for feeding us at the supper of your Son:
sustain us with your Spirit,



that we may serve you here on earth
until our joy is complete in heaven,
and we share in the eternal banquet
with Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.       
--
Prebendary Nigel Guthrie
95 Howell Road
Exeter EX4 4LH
nigel.guthrie1@gmail.com
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